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OY | | . Tothe RE A DER, 


oe gChriſtian Reader, 
6 He Defign of the Author, by pre* 
ſeming %ee with this lite 
| Prece, is no other than cafting in bis 
Mite, with many other abler Hands, 
towards making thee Wiſe to Saluati- 
on which Mked is The Wiſdom, 
_ #F The true Wiſdom, and will "_y 
 Q thee one of Wiſdom s Children, in ſuc 
at Age,wberein fo much folly and mad- 
neſs appears, eſpecially in reference to 
=, | Mens greateſt Concerns, viz- The con- 
£14 | cerns of Eternity, and afwture World. 
» This true heavenly Spiritual Wiſ- + 
gn dow, will be thy greateſt intereſt, li- 
'. | ving, and dying > therefore it is bigh 
"T.*Fiime"to look about thee, whether thou 
'* þ aft awiſe,or a fooliſh Virgin; whether 
.. bin baſt got this trxue Oyl into thy Veſ- 
| ſel and Lamp, left thow, for all thow *:: 
ahaff trimmed tby Lamp. ſhonldft be ſhnur _-*\ 
"a _ = A 2 7 < 
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' To the Reader, 


out from going in_with Chriſt, #6-the 
Supper of the Lamb. Didjt. thou _never 


read that word in all uby y- life? *Who- 


is a wiſe Man, and ts fe with 
 knowledg among you? Lethim ſhew, 

out of a . good- Conyerſatian, bis 
works, with meckneſs of wildoltn, 
Fam.3 3. 13- (So ſay T) O fhew thy w3j- 
dom ! make it appearyrender i it viſibleto 
all SpeQators,. in that thou art ſo. far 
from making a-mch, of Sin, that thox 
darſt nat meddle with: it at any rate; 
_ #hat thou abbar'ſt it as Hell, that thoz. 
flieſt from it as from a Serpent.that than 


oof bate it as a Toad:this ſhews thy wiſ-| 


dm thou ſeeſt before thee.thou confi ders 
Aion, and he conſequences of A-, 
ons, and doeft aft like a rational Man 
What will this ſinful” Courſe of mine, 
end in? Is it not a diſcovery of Child- 
like folly, to play with a Rattle- 
Snake, and taks it up in our bauds, be- 
cauſe it hath a ſhining shin, and lacks. 
with a ſplendid outſide 3 or to ſwallow 
a Pill of Poyſon, our? it is pleaſa (ann, 


<0. 


—__— 


ele a 


X far 


fiderſ 
Ai- 
Man Y 
mine, 
Child- 
Lttle- 
ls, be- 


{ lacks. 


pallow 


ecaſant, 
"and. 


| 


y wiſe” 


| To the Reader. 
and gnilged? Or to venture 01 Rats- 
4-3hg becauſe it is ſwecs ? Such folly, 


ſuch madneſs is this, tit poor Sinners; 


14 thouſands . of floor Souls, that play 


4 with fin, put it ingo their Boſoms, nay, 


cept it as 8. faveeh morſe! under theiv 

| rug beaauſo it pleaſes and flatiors 
reſent... It was good Counſel 

f ” Phil apher, Look upon Plea» 
res going, and nat upon them come 
ing» O, poor Sinners, how doth wants 
of Heavenly Wiſdom ( which:muoh con» 
fits in fire. ſight) carry many « ſoul 
vailed and mufled.to Hell O therefore, 


when: thau: readjt this Piece ( let me 


beg of thee) canſuder as well as read 

read , read leiſurely, and make #ot too 
O's haſte over good Ground : This is 
the fawlt of moſt Readers,” they do #0t 
mind their ſtops. As thou readejt,take 
Panſes, and ask; Queſtions, Is not this 
ſo? O, myſonl! Ir not this true? O 


-gny Conſcience ! Canſt thaw evade it, 


or deny tt? Is not this the Truth that” 
af Fudg thee \anutber day? Amuorber 
Ree 


ingly) If thou believeſt not, why doft 
thou read ? Will it not be loſt time,aud 
# there not too much of that precious 


O, how bard'it is to bring Sinners to 


To theReader, | 
Requeſt I bave to thee ( Riad belies 


' Sand run already out of thy Glaſs? * 


believe , before they feel ! Thou that P| 


wilt not believe, fo much Folly is bund- | | 


led up in thy beart, nowere long, will 


lament thy infidelity and thy folly to= | 
gether, when it will be paſt bope. Sin- | 


ner, let me ath, thee this Ducſtion: | 


Haſt thow not been fool: enongh already, 
but thou muft hold on to be ſo, whatſ6- 


have all they,that do hereafter. Begin 
to be wiſe then, before it be too lates, 


and God ſay, He will pur no more | 


pieces, ſuch pieces, into the bands of 
fwch Fools. Confider , confider, poor 
feels, you bave but alittle time to get 
Wiſ- 


ever God, Conſcience, Miniftry, Word, 

- or Rod ſay? O, bear that good Coun- 
' ſel be-times, and prafliſe it. The | 

fear of the Lord, is the beginning of | 

Wiſdom. And a good underſtanding | 


4 
| 


"TITS SG we wm.. 


” . TatheRade: | 

Wiſdom in, alittle time to get the true 
Oyt; your Glaſs is running faft, and 
often meets with an Inviſible band to 
Jhake it too, nay, you cannot tell 


\ what ſuddes flop this frail Glaſs of 


[ your Lives, may meet with, O there- 
| fore, will you yet loyter? Will you? 
dare you ftand idle. any longer , that 


| bave loft ſo much time ? That bave done 


| ſolintle work? aud yet have bad ſo'ma- 
| ny picces in. your hands? But like ſo 
| many poor, ſtupid, fooliſh ones, bad wot 
| bearts to make wſe of the ſame. Do 

you never ark your own hearts the 
| Dueſtion, Is there any Wiſdom in the 
i Grave, any Work in the Grave, whi- 
ther you go ? Is not this life your only 
| Market for this Commodity? O, that 
Sinners did but think the Grave 100 


| dark a Shop, to do any Soul-work in, 
$ they would not certainly leave ſo much 


; work undone, when they come t0 die! 
| Ab, Sinners, when will you be wilt? 
Do not you know, either now or never, 
for Heavenly Wiſdom ? ey" 

4 = 


2 —_ , _ 
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foolifh Virgins, when they cried, fo 


queſt to thee ( 
read (as one re Ved to Praiſe) or | 


'the Piece now put into thy 


To. Rd. 


open, open unto us, came a ' ofter 
:#he Fair: \ Now the door wt Thr, and 
3: whe fooTate. I have one other Rev 
ood Reader) 


Tay down, and never read at all : what 
'will thy reading elſe be, but one day 


W preat Aggravatidn, both of thy f fins | 


-wndl Condemnation ? "What, to read 


and never the wiſer? To read 'and|: 


never the better ? Phat, to be cox- 
vinced of Folly, and never labour af- 


ter Wiſdom ? To po on in thy Folly, 


while thou knoweft thou, doeft Jo ? 0, 
bow _— # thit! Tf thou ſhalt rows a- 
ny wiſer for Heaven, b readi 
- thy reg ne 
Auther bath both bis Deſire and De- 
ſign, and begs thy Prayers that it mayl. 
be a Bleſſing jtul[t0 thee, and others, 1 
the Hand of God. asf 
TAS T5; 
' In the Service. --. 
of the Goſpel, ' 
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- Prov. I4. 9. 
Fools. make a mock; at Sip. 


Taner, or Belicver (for one of 
theſe thou art, that takes up 
this little Picce. to Read.) [ 
will Pro; ound a Queltion to 

| thee, and beg theein bowels to. thy 
Soul, to propound it to thy fel, and 
oreſs thy Heart to return a dircct 
Anſwer the Queſtion is but (hort, 
but yet of great weight and worth. 


©, my. Soul, what am 1? Is it not an 
cali: Quekiion ,to ask ? . How ſoon 
Nay. thau put this to ty own Soul ? 
But, © how: hard is it to Anſwer ! 
Am ta Fool, or a Wiſeman ? Am 

B I 


_ 
* 


BY) hp 
I wiſe-to Salvation ? Am I a fouliſh 
' Virgin, or a wiſe ? Canſt thou not 
An{werit ? Look ſeriouſly into the 
enſuing Treatiſe, and thou: mayeſt 
meet with fomething that will con«/ 


tribute towards a Solution of the{ 


preſent Queſtion. 
Fools makhena mock #t Sine 


The Text is a very brief, yet full 
Deſcription of all ungodly Perſons 3 
who they are, They are fools. 

I. We have the Perſons deſcribed, 
They are fools. | 

2+ We have the Practice, They 
make a mock at Sin. | 


FT. Their Perſons, They are fools. | 


| 
1. They may think themſelves} 


Wiſez they may be wiſe in thejr own} 


Conceit, but they are nceverthele(s 
Fools. Seeſt thou a manwwiſe in his 
own conceit ? There is more bope of a 


fool 


my 
knon 


(3) 
fool than of him, Prov. 26. 12: 
2, They may be wiſe in other 
mens Conceits, and be cried up for 
Wiſe Men in the World, yet Fools 
yin Gods account. Their Poſterity 
approve their ſayings, they are writ- 
ten down in other Mcns Kalenders 
for Wiſe Men, but what ſays God ? 
How are they written down in Gods 
Kalender ? This their way is their 
folly, Pal. 49. 13. | 

3. Probably theſe Men may be 
wiſe for the World, The Children of 
\ the World are wiſer 1han the Children 
of Light in their Generations, yet they 
are Fools. He that getteth Riches, 
and not by right, be leaveth them in 


| the midſt of bis days, and at his end 


ſhall be a Fool, Jer. 17.11. He is 2 


Fool for Eternity, though a Wile 


! Man for this preſent World. 


4+ Theſe Men may be wiſe to d0 
evil, and yet the greater Fools. For 
my People is fooliſh, they have not 
known me they are ſontiſh Children, 
D 2 they 


(4) 
they have no underſtanding, they are | - 1 
wiſe to do evil, Jer. 4. 22. the 

There arc two. words in the He» |,,, 
brew for a Fool, and they are both [p,1; 
given to ungodly Men in Scripture, fproc 
{'Nabal || Fooliſh, or Evil, ſuch a ſoc 
Fool as hath his underfianding fa- Obj 
dcd and depraved , whereupon he ſpe, 
becomes vile and wicked: The os» ſje , 
ther word for a Fool is | Moreh |] miſc, 
which ſignifies one Rebelious. If [,,;/2, 
a man have a ſ|ubborn and rebellious [;y, } 
Son, &c. Dent. 21. 18. . there we [what 
have the word : Such an one is a \whic 

Fool, it ſignifies (as fyen, 

Ay. Anſw. from *one obferves) one brouz 

og wee ts that changeta and yen | 

E95. E, tuxgeth to the worle, Is epei 

yea, 1a Heart and hang | 

Action , and in particular - turneth (6jnne 

from , and oppoſcth the Word offimzyf 

ſod. It ſeerns Fool and Rebels are bf Ch 
the ſame with God. _ » Pamn 


Sp | ed, t 


II. We '$) lau! 


S a 
(as 
One 
ind 


C57 
IT. We have the deſcription. of 
their Practice. in the Text, they 
make a mock at Sin, Thus 1s their 
Folly made- manifcſt. - Thos they 
proclaim their Folly, they make a 
mock and ſcorn of that whica is the: 
Obje&t of Gods 'wrath and ven- 


[geance, they ſpore thahſelves with 


it : Fools ſport themſelves in doing. 
miſchief. It is a ſport to a fo?l to do 


mniſchief: But a Mar of underſtand- 


ing bath wiſdom, Prov. 10.23. O 
what Fools are theſe, to mock at that 


which caſt the Angels out of Hea- 
en, Adam out of Paradiſc, which 
brought Chriſt an Errand from Hear 
ven to Earth, and whici:, wichout 


r(e, I epentance,will end them on an er- 


nd 
eth 


of 


arc 


We 


*. 


rand from Earth to Hell. And wharf, 


Sinner, make a mock at Sin ? thou 
yſt as well make a mock of God, 
df Chriſt, of Heaven, of . Hell, of 
Vamnation : And art thou fo hard- 
ed, that thou cauft find in tby heart: 
o laugh in the face of .all theſe 
B 3 What 


© & Ki 
What, Sinner, not one ſpark of Rea- 
{on, nor Religion left thee ? At what 
a rate haſt thou ſinned, that canſt 
make a mock at Sin? Such an one as 


thou, art in the higheſt form of the { 


Devils ſchool : Thou fitteſt in the ſeat 
of the ſcornful, Pal. x, 1, Or, 1n 
the chair of Peſtilence, as the Sepin- 
agint reads it; 


Obſerv. x. Then ungodly ones (or 
Sinners) are Fools in Gods ac- 
count, in Scripture. account, 
which is Gods Kalender. 


Obſerv. 2. To mock at Sin Is the | j 


greateſt diſcovery of Folly in 
the World : Fools make a moc 
at Sin, | 


Firſt, That ungodly Sinners are 
. Fools. You may (ce God calls them 
ſo every where in Scripture where 
they are mentioned. Prov. 1.7» The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning- of 
p Wife 


# calle 


34. 
Than 


wilt 


ea- 
hat 
inſt 


© as 


- 


F-” FS. 

Wiſdom, but Fools deſpiſe Wiſdoni» 
and Inftrugion, There are natural 
Fools, who-are defeQtive in princi- 
ples of Reaſon 3 but it is, meant of 


the {Spiritual Fools, or Fools in a Spiri- 


ſeat 
in 
11> 


tnal ſenſe, who are defeQiive in prin- 
ciples of Religion. The whole bo- 
dy of the Apoſiate Children of 1/ra- 
& arecalled a fooliſh, and unwiſe Peo- 
ple, Deut. 32.6. Sin is called mad- 
neſs and folly, Ecclel. 7.25. The wic- 
kedneſs of folly, even of fooliſhneſs 
and madneſs, 2 Chap. 12. It is not 
only folly, but madneſs. When God 
brought thepoor Prodigal home, he 
is aid firſt to come to himſelf, he 
had play'd the fool and the madman 
before, to leave ſuch a Fathers houſe. 
Nay, the higheſt Acts of Sin, are 


called Folly in Scripture. . As that 
at of Sbechem defiling Dinab, it is 


# called? working folly in Tfrael, Gen. 


34:.7., and "that at of Ammon to 
Thamar, X Sam» I3+ 12, 13. Thou 
wilt be as one of the fools in Tjrae!. 


B 4 Bue. 
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1 8) 
the ſinner, whata fool, what an ar- 


who he will. 


- 1, Is not he a fool that aciether 


fears, nor foreſees-evil and danger 3 
when they arc faſt approaching ? 
Doth not Wiſdom confift m fore- 
fight? Are not the wiſe Mans eyes i in 
his bead, while the fool walks in dark- 
weſs, Eccleſ. 2. 4, vis, He acts rati- 
onally and judiciouſly, while the fin- 
ner, the foo], walks on without ei- 
ther fear or wit. The prudent Man 


(faith Solomon) foreſees evil- Oh, 
fays he, yonder is a Storm, I muſt* 


prepare for it 3 this is Wiſdom, and 
he hides him(clf'; But the finner goes 
on, blunders on, and # paniſhed,Prov. 

22. 3- He blunders on, until he 
blunder himſelf into Hell at laſt, by 


taking no warning. He confiders | 


not, ſees not his danger, therefore 
fears not. 


him : 


But we ſhall now demonſirate to 


| He ſees no Wrath, nor* 
Hell, nor Damnation, to lie before 


rant+ fool,” an UN Man i is, be yy 3 


_— 


* ee 


9. 13. 
their ways, and think rlicy are right, 
their ways are right in their own 


eycs: But alas! they decdlve theix 


think they arc going to Heavema 
alas,  pocr foo!s,. thcy are going to 


(9). 


-l as  Hedoth not foreſee, therefore 


he doth not fear. He doth not forc- 
ſee his miſcarrying to.a!l Eternity, 


| he doth not foreſee that if he POES 


on, he is loft for ever 3 thercfore he 


doth not foreſee it ; But now a wiſe 


Man foreſees it will be thus; and 
therefore he ſets himſelf co work 
out his Salvation withfcar and trem- 
bling. 

2. Is not [he a Fool that undcr- 


ſtands not his way ? The wiſdom of 


the Prudent, is to miderſtand bi way : 
But the folly of Fools is deceit, Prov. 
They think they underſiand 


own Souls, they walk in darkneſs, 


and know not. whither they go; they 
and 


{ Hell. 


In their filly they go rftray, Prev. 
$4 ult. Oo PCOT {noo \ that are 
t2 5 Walk» 


| (0) 
walking into Hell, are not you fools? 
What could you fay, if an Angel 
ſhould meet you, and ask you this 
queſtion, Whither go you, poor fin- 
ners ? What art thou bound to Hell? 
What meaneſi thou to run {ſo faſt ? 
Wilt not thou be there ſoon enough? 
Take up finner, take up : Why dot 
thou thus ſpur on? What couldſt 
thou anſwer to ſuch Queſtions, thou 


poor fooliſh ſinner. - If thou be right, | 
why doth Wiſdom cry after thee to. 


turn thee *- Ho, every one that is fim- 
ple, turn in buber, Prov. 1.22. O, 
how doth Wiſdom ſce poor Souls 
travelling in the Broad-way , like 
Fools going to the Stocks, and crys 
after them, How long will ye ſimple 
ones love ſimplicity ? 


3. Is not he a Fool that takes no 
care to prevent afterclaps of Danger? 
Wiſdom conſiſts in fore-fight and in} 
prevention : 1s it xot the property of 


' & fool to jay, I bad not thought, m 
fins would bave brought me to 1bis 
og ro 1 al 


NF --, 
Doth not the Lord in his Word,and © 
ta his Rod, cry cut to poor finners, 
( as Jonathan ſaid to David ) Ar the 
Lord liveth, there is bnt a ftep hetwixt 
thee and death ? Oh! fays God, fin- 
ners, finners, there are but. a few 
ſteps betwixt you and death; a few 
Years, Months, it may be Days; be- 
twixt you and Hell, betWixe you 
and Ruine; and yet ſuch Fools are 


- poor finners,- that they are not ſoli- 


citous to'prevent their miſery. Oh, 
how it will cut poor finners to the 
Heart another day, to figh out that - 
doleful note, We had not thought . 
the Great God was in good earneſt 
with.us. We had not, thought Di- 
vine Threatnings would have proved. 
ſach Realities! O this will be the 
Worm that will ſo wofully torment 
them ! 'We were told of all this be-- 


 fore-hand, and might have preven- 


ted it. O then' they will cry our, 
what Fools they have been : But all : 
too late, they (ce their: folly by the. 


light - 


Rey 
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lightof that fire that; ſo intollenabl 


torments them: - . 
4. Is not he a Fool that doth not 


conſult the. end of his way ?. The 


tr end? Will it not be Woas 


'ver looks before :thee?. 
wile, would: {t thou, not lock before 


- 


end 1 ig all wiſe Agents is firſt in In- 
tention, though, thelaſt. in Execcuti- 
on. Here 1s the difference betwixt 
Wiſdom and Folly : The one ſays; 
What will this end\in ? As the Apo- 
file argues in that caſe, What fruit 
had you in thoſe things whereof you 
are now aſhamed ?: For the end of thoſe 
things is death, Rom, 6. 21.: . But 
now a Soul that is not wiſe for Hea- 
ven, and Salvationy- may ſay, What 
will this Way, this Courſe, end in? 
Will not this be bitterneſs in the lat- 
eter- 
nal Death, Damnation, in the end? 
This is a way that ſcems right 20 anratt: 
But what.is.the-end of i it ? The end of 
2t is Death,Prov-14.12, Ah Singer, 
Sinner ! Art not thou. a fopl that ne- 
Waſt thou 


thou 


(3). 
thou of 2. Why doſt not.thou ah 
thy ſoul, O my ſoul,. what will chis 
fin of mine. end in? Whether will 
this Courſe and Way, of mine at laſt 
lead me 2. Is not {in the Devils high 
way to Hell? Ang doth .not this 
Courſe lead down to, the Chambers 
of Death? Ah, poor fool? All wiſe 
Men that have their Eyes in their 
Heads, pity thee, rhey ſee whether 
thou art going 3. and thou, wilt ſec 
£00 when it is too late. 

Is- not he, a Fool that cannot 
tell how to make a good choice ? 
Wiſdom you know is -much ſeen in 
choice, -. The-trial-of a Fool hath 
ſometimes been: made thus: *.. Fools 
and Idcots are not to inherit Lands ; 
aud when they come to try them, 
they lay down Apples,and.Gold,and 


Ie. 


Gold, they are, concluded Ideots, 
Oh, doth not God put this to-tria}, 
fi ncrs,fooliſh ſinners ! - Here is Gold 
and Apples! laid, before you CL 
OMe 


| they chuſe the Apples before the - 


T10) 


As. SE} 

Comforts, the Accommodations of: 
this Life ; What are theſe _ "5 
ny Apples ( as Foſepbus tells 

_ that 5m about Fs Lake of Sodom, 
that look bravely to the Eye, but as 
ſoon as touched, they crumble to 
duſt? And do not many thouſand 
poor fooliſh Sinners, chooſe theſe 
before the Gold ? Before the Gold 
tried in the Fire ( viz.) Real Grace. 
Such as make ſuch a choice are fools, 
and (hall never Inherit. Did not 
Mefes tell the People of Iſrael, he 
laid Life and Death before them, 
( Dent. 30. 19.) and put them to 
their choice ? And Oh! what folly 
ſigners is it, to chooſe-Degth ra- 
ther than Life. Oh!-this will be 


a 


the ſting of thy eternal miſery, that 
thou like a fooliſh wretch, didfi 
make ſuch a choices it was thy own 
choicez thou art' undone for ever, 


but it was thy own doing : Thou 


thy ſelf art the cauſe of all this.This| 


will juftific God in thy own Conſci- 


encell 


that 
Jidſt 


a (15) 
ence toall Eternity: Oh, what cry. 
ing out is there ( Sinner) im Hell! 
What a fool was I to make ſuch a 
choice! I might have: been happy 


! for ever as 1 am now miſerable, if 


I had made a wiſe choice. 

6. TIsnot he a Fool that is afliced 
day by day, and ftill goes on and 
keeps his courſe of finnivg ſtill. £ 
reproof enters more tuto a wiſe Man, 


| than an bundred ſiripes into a Fool, 


Prov. 17. 10. A Fool will be a fool 
fill, give him one blow after ano- 
ther until you tell an hundred. O 
how many blows have many ſinners 
had! Sometimes a. blow in their E- 
ſtates, another while a blow in their 
Bodies 3 another while a blow in 
their Familicsz ſometimes in their 
Trading 3 nay, added to all theſe, 


» wn | ſometimes in their Souls, by Convi- 
ver, Ctions under Ordinances. And thus 


hou 


This 
n{ct-| 
ence 


God lays on time after time : But 
what comes of all theſe blows? A- 
las the poor ſinner 1s a fool Kill 3 he 
RT goes 


47 we 
goes on fill; 


:not- his fooliſhneſs depart from him, 


Bray a fosl in a Mor, 
ter'among Wheat with a Peftle, yet will 


\Prov, 27+ 22. Theſe Fools are worſe}; 


- than 'Mad-men and Bedlams , they(?* 
are often reſtored to Reaſon again by 
'CorreQion and Severity. Poor ſin- 
ner, haſt not thou been ſuch a, fool ? 
'O how many blows haſt thou laid 
under ! How-many Rods. hath God 
ſpent. upon thee? How often hath 
God rrade thee fick by ſmiting thee? 
And yet Gods Rod hath not whipt 
out the bundle of Folly that is wrapt | 
up in, thine Heart. As.thou haſt 


- .been, 'fo.thou art a poor fooliſh one 


to. this day.' - O poor finner! what 
:if upon thy. incorrigibleneſs , the 
-Lors ſhould ſay to thee, as he did to 
them, Why ſhould you be ſmitten any 
.-ore ? Tou Yebel more and more, OQ 
-how ſad would this be ! Sinners, did | 
-you never read that word. Prove,1ge | 
-29.© Fndgments are prepared for the 
ea ans ftripes for the backs of 


Fools, 
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der if the Lord haye Rode for ſuch 
backs; | 
in by 7+. Is not he a Fool who hath a 
- in. Price put into his hand, and hath no 
cart to ule it? Wherefore is there a 
laid [Price if the, hand of a fool to get Wif- 
Goa [42m ſeeing be bath uo heart 0 it, 
hach [707+ 17. 16. Ah finners ! how 
hee 2 [many opportunities have you had 
, fin your day to get Wiſdom for your 
Souls, for Heaven and Eternity, and 
hag (you have let them ſlip? O what. 
rand folly is this, to play the fool 
or your precious ſouls ! Is this to 
redeem your time? Is this'to walk 
as wiſe ones ? As thoſe that are wile 
any to Salvation ? Is he a- wiſe Mariner 
0 dmong( you, - that when the Wind 
4; il preſents, will fiay on the Downs, 
1c, Zor drinking a ſhore, and: fo looſe. 
"9" [his Voyage? Is hea wiſe Man, Mer- 
; of chant in your repute, that doth not 
eſteem his — to buy his _—_— 
43 an 


ole. 
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' CORY Per RrrYy 
and Commodities at the beſt hand ? 
Is he a wiſe Husbandman that doth 


not obſerve. his Seaſons, for getting 
his Seed into the Earth ? And this is 


the caſe of poor foolifh finners the ! 


motions of the. Spirit preſents the 
Gales of Grace, comes about in Or- 
dinances, the Commodities for ano- 
ther World, may be had at the beſt 
hand? Seed for Heaven may be ſown, 
and yet all theſe Prices ſinners have 
n2 heart to make uſe of. Ah poor. 


fianer ! Are you not like Ephraim, | 


filly Doves without au heart ? 

8. Is not he a Fool that negle&s 
the doing of that now, which. he 
never ſha:l have opportunity todo 
hereafter. Now ſinner is your Sum- 


mer, your Goſpel-Summer, your | 


Harveſt for your Souls. - 4nd is not 
be a wiſe Son that gathereth in Sum- 


mer, but he that ſleepeth in Harveſt, ? 
is 4 Son that cauſeth ſhame , Prov. 


IC. F. 
O, how many ater 
0 


>[of Grace have y 


» (19) 
ou had, and yet what 
little Winter ſtores have you laid in ? 
What little fiore of Grace, what 
little ore of Experience, what lit- 
tle ſtore of Goſpel-Premiles; and 1s 
not this wiſdom in Summer, to pro- 
vide for 'an approaching Winter ? 
There are four things ( ſays Solomon ) 
that are lintle, but exceeding wiſe 5 
the Ants they prepare their Meat in 
Summer, the Conies they make their 


. | Honſes in the Rocks, they provide @- 


gainſt danger + The Loculis they go 
| ont in Bands, they provide againſt the 


aſſault of an Enemy, and ſo go out 10- 
gether. The Spider taketh bold with 
ber bands and is in Kings Palaces, ſhe 
fortifles ber ſelf againſt danger,Pro.30. 


{ 2425,26- They are all, we (ce.provi= 


dent Creatures, they providen their 
preſent time againſt time to come. 


* Ab poor ſinners, you cannot do your 
y work hereafter! Now is your day 


to work in, there is no work in the 
Grave whither you go, Either now 
- or 


; ( 50 ) 99; | 
or never is the cry of Ordinances; 
the cry of Preachers, the cry of the 
motions of the Spirit of God 3' And 
will you ſtill be ſuch Fools,” as-not 
apply your fſclves to your preſent 
' work? Is it not great folly to looſe 
fuch opportunities, as you ſhall ne- 
ver have the like ? Ah finners! -tell 
me, tell your own hearts, would 
you be ſuch fools in other things ? 
And is it nothing to. play the fool 
with your precious ſouls, with -pre- 
cious Seaſons of Grace ? Come fin- 
ners, ere long you will be of ano- 
ther mind, .cither here or hereafter 3 
either when you diec,- or aredam- 
ned. # | 
9. Is not he a Fool that for ſhort 
and momentary Pleaſure, will part 
with eternal and everlaliing Jbys ? 
' Was not that Cardinal a Fool as wiſe 
as he thought himſelf? Who faid, 
he had rather looſe his part in Para- 
dice, than in Paris, We read -of 
{ome that fancied a kind of Erervity 
| [0 
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(2x) 
to themſelves here in their enjoy- 
ments 3 and what-ſays God of them) 
Plal. 49. 11, 13. Their Poſterity ap- 
prove their ſayings, but thts their way 
2s their 'folly. Their inward thought 
| was, their Houſes ſhould continae for 
ever, &c. Ah ſinners! Is not this 
egregious folly and madneſs, for a 
meſs of Pottage to ſell an heavenly 
Birth-right ? Foran intereſt jn Earth 
to let .go Heaven? For Paper and 
Packthred to lect go the Commodities 
themſclves? The Commoditics of 
Eternity, for the faſhions of this 
World that paſſeth away? Alas poor 
Souls! Are not your finful pleafures 
ſhort-lived? Nay, when tacy. arc 
-gone, do they not leave a ſting be- 
1.ind them ? Was it not good Coun- 
q ic] of the Philoiophcr, Look upon 
| Pleaſures going, and not coming. 
| What arc, they but like the crackling 
| of Thorns under a Pot, make a blaze 
to warm for the preſent, and are 
gone, And for ſuch things as theſe 
to 
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to looſe an eternal Inheritance thathis fa 


fadeth not away, O what folly andjRep 
madneſs is this. . Was 

IO, Is not he a Fool, that repents|non 
when It is too late. O what folly{noy 
is this! Wiſdom appears in prevent-JAh | 
ing repentance : Ah what a fool was|don' 
Eſau, when he had fold his Birth-Jance 


' right, Gen. 27.-34,38. He then cameſit w 


in, and cried with a preat and bitter[{idct 
cry, yea, an exceeding bitter cry, and\and | 
loud unto his Father, bleſs me, even[whe 
me alſo, O my Father, And Eſauſin C 
ſaid, baſt thou but one Bleſſing Father?[Hea! 
And be lift up his wice and wept.fbe i 
But alas, all this was too. late, itjnow 
was out of due ſeaſon : Thereforefhaſt 
we have the Author to the Hebrewsſpron 
telling us, Heb. 12.17. That when(Wilt 
he would have inberited the Bleſſing,$0. tt 
he was rej:Qed ; for he found no placQue! 
of repentance, though be ſought it care-floal, 
fully with Tears. [hou 

Oh the folly of the afterwardsÞFcad 


Repentance ! The fooliſh Virgins iqhy c 


1 


1 & 


- (23) 
thatÞis Aid alſo came afterwards 3 thei 
and{Repenting was too late, the door 


was ſhut 3 they pray now 3 they cry 


ents|norwy 3 they knock now 3 they repent 
ollyInow 3 but alas! all is now too late. 
ent-Ah fooliſh {inners, you ſhould have 
was||dons it ſooner ! Hell is full of repent- 
rth-Jance but it's inſignificant repentance, 
-ameſit will never alter their eſtates : Con» 
itter[{ider now theſe ten Demonſtrations, 
andand (inners, you may by them know 
even [whether you be fools, or no. Fools 
E(aufjin Gods account, or no3 focls for 
her?fHeaven, or no.. O ſinner, wilt thou 
vept.jbe in good earneſt one half hour, 
e, itlnow in all thy life, now that thou 
foreghaſt read over theſe things, wilt thou 
rew-sſpromile me before I go any further? 
phen{Wilt thou be ſo kind to thy ſoul, as 
ſing $0. think them over? To ask the 
placQueſhon' again and again ? O my 
care-Aoul, art thou ſuch a fool as now 
hou haſt heard of, as now thou haſt 
zardsrcad of? Be in ſober fadneſs with 


13 


ns itFhy own heart, and fee thy face in 
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 qthis Glaſs,that thou mayſi know.thyfyea, 
( ate. Now ({inners, it your Judg4a 

z ments be a little concerned, I wou Fin 2 
then have you apply things home tqyee| 


Gf 
F $ 
- 


/ your own Conlſciences.,, ©... | Mar 
; - be a 

Application. . -. . wha 

Ing 1 


| Let us then. improve it, learn, wdfor 1 
Hence. \ If. the. ungodly Man be thqthat 
'Foolin Gods account. O what diffyijll 
ference is their betwixt Gods reckonJDay: 
Ing and Mans. God doth not judgwith 
as Man judgeth 3 Men and WomenfChy! 
are not what they are in Mens looks$God 
but what they are in Gods. : -He iJny $ 
not commended, who is commendJam : 
.ed of Men, but whom the LorqCoyr 
'commendeth, Men fay fo and: ſoJO th 
| but what ſays the Scripture? This ifing 4 
ze Voice of God. You may thinlfErer; 
your ſelves to be ſomething, and yorſf © Se 
" Tray be nothing, ( Gal. 6.3,.) av{whet 
others may think you to be ſomcQhow, 
thing, and yet you may be eothing [miſta 


ye: 
! 


Tr 5) i 
\thtyea; worſe than nothing. O what 
a0g a poor empty thing is it to take up 
ouidin a name, to live with others, and 
ic tfyetbe dead, Tobe' counted a Wiſe 
. (Man, a Sober Man with others, and 
be accounted by God for fools. O 
what fatisfaction can there be in be- 
... [ing wiſe for Earth, and yet be fools 
1, Wifor Heaven, He is only a wife Man 
e thqthat paſſeth ſo with God now, and 
dit} will paſs ſo with him at the great 
konJDay: Thou mayſi go with Men now, 
judgwith Miniſters now , yea, with 
menChurches now, and yet not go with 
20KS$God then. O how current do ma- 
He ifny Souls go now with Men, that [ 
endJam afraid will be found counterfeit 
LordCoyn at the great diſcovering Day : 
]- {ofO then, never take up in the reckon- 
bis ing and judgment of Men, as tothy 
hinlFEternal ſtate. 
| you © Secondly, Then learn we hence, 
avwhere true Wiſdom confilts, O 
omeQhow.much are the Sons of the Earth 
I0g [miſtaken ! Men may be well for the 
yea | C World, 
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(26) 
World, may have deep Heads fork «;. 
the compalling the, things of thig;. . 
preſent Life, and yet be fools fo IO! 
their precious . Souls: The Ric RASY 
Man in the Goſpel was ſo, for all his Wy 
projes. : Thou fool, this night ſhal Sat: 
thy ſoul be taken away. Men may bq,,-. 
wile Men for great,Gifts and Learn Ws 
ing, and yet tools for their ſoulsþ,. 1. 
Thou baſt hid theſe things from th etiana 
IWiſe and Prudent, and revealed them... 


inter 
hy 


ON 


#nto Babes, Mat, 11. 25, Alas, this 
Wiſdom. , was Fooliſhneſs to the 
Greeks, which were the great SchoJ. 
lars of their day, 1 Cor, 1-20. Wherd 
zs. the Wiſe £ IWhere is the Scribe, 
IPhere # the Diſpater of this World * KW 
Hath not God made fooliſh the wiſdom; 
of this World ? RET an © 
. ; Azrcit will be inquired, in what 
particulars then doth true Wiſdo 
conſiſt ? wherein lies-this true SpiriÞ,, , 
tual Wiſdom ? | » 4 
.X. Is not this true Spiritual Wiſ: 
dom,to proyide for ones Eternal wel 


: egle 
being ? "Bo 


(27) 

for being? And is not hea wiſe Man that 
9;s wiſe unto” Salvation? And that 
fol ppon from a child { Cays Paul to Ti- 
RIC! mothy ) haſt krown the holy Scripturer, 
1 hi, b;ch are able to make thee wiſe unto 
Salvation ; 2 Tim. 3. 15. Now, 
this is the only Viitdom that comes 
rom above 3 nay, this Wiſdom alſo 
eads the Sout thither again,” Canſt 
2 t1 thou:be wiſe, and never ſecure the 
rhe "FJintercſt of thy precious foul ? Is this 
> this hy wiſdom to-negle& thy Eternal 
: the oncerns? Thou wouldſt be accounts 
10% a fool to negle& the concerns of 
V herd hy Family, of thy Trading, of thy 
ribe hip,of thy Shop: And:are not con- 
old erns of Eternity of greater moment? 
ſag Hinners, can you think it your wil- 
dJom to camber your ſelves about 
any things, while you live in a to- 
al negle<& of the one thing neceſſa- 
y? Would any think him a wile 
Aan;- that did eagerly: purſuc Fea- 
hers blown up in the Air, while he 
eglects his Shop and Trading in 
70 C42 - the 
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(23) 
the World? Would that Merchant 
be accounted a wiſe Man, that while 
he ſhould be at the Exchange, fhouldþ,. , 
amongſt a company of Boys, be fol- 3 
lowing a Kite blown up in the Air ? is} 
And yet this is the caſe. Ad ſinners pc, 
your Spiritual Wiſdom lies in pur-jgg, 
ſuit of [your beſt intereſt. d it 
2. Is not he a wiſe Man, that be 8 
doth that which he came into th ,z;,. 
World for? This is great Heavenly j,. 
Wiſdom. Poor ſinners, do you eg 
ver conſider for what ends you camq,,g,,. 
into the World ? Was it to follow j1| 
your luſis? Was it to take youthey 
Cwingein fin? Was it tobe ſwallowJ, ;, 
ed up of your ſenſual pleaſures ? Wayzycie 
it to gratifie the wills of the fleſh ſpa; 
Did God give you immortal ſoulshe p. 
to purſue ſuch {enfual employmentsyj > 
Sure ſinners, God had other defignfj pj, 
in ſending you into the World 3 thikgg ; 
was your errand thither to {ue ouſer yy 
your pardon, to get. an intereit lone ji; 
Chriſt, to get your peice made ugu(t be 
with. 


(29) 
unthzich God: Do you ever think of 
hile}yeſe things, poor Souls ! This is to 
ouiahe wiſe for another World. 

 fol- 3, 'Is not he a wiſe Man that doth 
Ar *his proper work: in its ſeaſon ? Wiſe 
nerSMen will not only be found work- 
Pur Jng, but they will be found employ- 
d in their proper work. Bleſſed #4 
thathhe Servant whom bis Maſter f1.1} find 
| thqj doing (viz.) doing bis proper work. 
ent is a great piece of Chriſtian Wiſs 
ou Efom to'tind out, and fall uyoa ones 
caMÞSroper work- The wiſe Servant 
lowpyill be found doing what his Ma- 
YOURer hath peculiarly ſer him about; 
lowJs jt humbling our ſouls toy ſomg 
' Wakarcicular guilt? Is ir getting power 
fleſh Jeainli fin ?- 15 it getting the ſence of 
foulfhhe Pardon»of tin ſealed up to the 
entSÞul? Is jt laying in more Grace for 
clign Rainy day? O to be doing this 
3 thiork is great wildom ! This is pro- 
1e Ollſer work, and further this mult be 
et Ione in its ſeaſon too 3 this work 
de ugalt be done while it is to day. Work, 
witly- C 3 while: 


. "C993 
while it us 10 day, &c. Herein is wil-þ,,n 
dom, to obſerve Times. and Seaſons}, ,1 
for{\uch works, the negle& of which, |, 
occafioned God to complain of his] , 
Own People, Jer, 8, 7. Tea, thei. \ 
Stork in tbe Heavens knoweth ber apJe þ. 
pointed times , and the Turtle, andþ js, : 
#he Crane, and the Swallow ;, bnt my, x | 
People knoweth not the Fudgment off ,q 
the Lord. All theſe. Creatures. havqe, ; 
a natural inſtin&t, to know theigxe 1 
times and ſeaſons. So in this caſe$ay 

there is much wiſdom. O finners{;eq+ 
what a ſad thing will it be, whenþye, 
God ſhall fay unto, you ypon your wi} 
Death-beds, when you cry to hinfe qc 
for Mercy, and Pardon. O, yo ny of 
ſhould have done this in time ! inBrace 
Its proper ſeaſon, while you hadf yo 
health and opportunities, calls anqhan 
motions of the Spirit of Grace uporſpur 
your hearts. But.now , it 1s. palſk Nc 
time, I will not hear yOu; PraycÞouls 
15 :0w out of ſcafon, and Repenfour 1 


cance out of ſeaſun. O now. it iSanex 


pal 


: (31) 
wil-b:it time! O how will this cut the 
ſonsoul ! Will notthis be bitter? Will 
hichlt not reach to the heart ? 

15 4. Isnot hea wiſe Man that gets 
this work done for Eternity, while 
7 4Phe hath-means, and helps, to further 
| &#Fim ?* O ſays the wiſe Man, it may 
# 7c I ſhall never enjoy the like -meass 
nt Ind opportunities. It may be ne- 

Fer in;all my days, fit under the 
theiike Miniſterial Showres again, it 
Caletnay be never be under the like 
nerSgreathings of the Spirit. O there- 
when ore, ſays the ſoul, I will hoyſe ai], 
you will no longer lit ſtill, bufup and 
hinge doing. Ah poor finners! Can 
; YOUny of you tell how long your day of 
| ilÞrace may laſt? Have you any leaſe 
hack your Goſpe!-Libertics, any more 
5 andan of your Lives? Can you tell but 
uPOlſpur Sun may be darkned once more 

pai Noon-day,? And if your Light 
Taycmould be of more put out, would 
epengour work go- on well in the dark ?: 
it 1Yfiner, ſinner, wilt thou never be 
pail <4 brought 
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(32) 
brought to debate theſe matters of 
Concernment ſoberly with thy ſelf? 

5. Is not this wiſdom to get that 
done, which if you let alone un- 
done , your ſouls are undone for 4. 
ever? O, ſay wife Men for the 
World , this muſt we do. Why,ſ| ;? 
what is the matter there is a muſt] | 
upon it ? Elſe we are undone, our 
Wives and Children undone. Well, Ver 
and there is ſomething that muſt be 
done, or elſe your ſouls are undone 3 
and this is the deeadtul undoing of > 
all. Thou mayſt be undone ( as thou] ; 
ca!Pliit ) as to thy Eſtate, as to thy | rp” 
Trade, and may recover it-again | 
many have been ſo. But when thy ſoul mW ; 
is undone, thou art for ever undone. git 

You will, it may be, ask what 15 6k 
this undoing ? 


It is to be loſt for ever.: :To bt apy 
damned, To be puni with e- aye 


verlaſiing deſtruftion fr the pre Fo 
ſence of the Lord, and the glory of foul 
his Power. Alas! what mourning * 

: is} - 


(33) 
is there over loſt Ships, - ſoimetitnes 
amongſt you ? over loft Relations ? 
. over loſt Eltates?. But what are 
that theſe to the loſs of fouls? The for- 
VN} mer are recoverable loſſes, but the 
vel latter ts an. recoverable loſs. And 
mcy ©, what wife Man will hazard ſuch 
a loſs? If your Ventures at Sea be 
muſt} confi derable, you will be folicitous 
to enſure. O poor finner! your 
Ventures are very great, and it will 
be your great wiſdom toenſurez and: 
know you this for your comfbrr, 
Pp the Enfuxer ſhall never fail, nor 

nOUL break. 
'f- 6. Is it not wiſdom. to be doing. 
27 7 that which you have been doing {9- 
Jong, and is not yet done? O, ſays 
| a-wiſc Man, 1 have been'often about. 
fuch a Buſineſs and Concernment, . 
JT and one thing or other doth put: 
me off, and [ have neglcRed and de- 
layed ir,but | will no longer defer ir. 
Q,. b Wilders, will {ay thus for-the. 
; Have. not you been- often re- 
C5 (olving.: 
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(34) 
ſolving to break off your fin, often 
thinking you would turn from the 
evil of your ways? Saying with the [mo 
Prodigal, T will ariſe ana go to my [he 
Father. But, O ſinner, 1s it not-yet 
to do? Have you' to this day been as 
good as your word ? O poor ſouls! fx 
what if Death ſhould clap an. Ar-[yoy 


reſt upon you, before you get it fthey 


done ? Have you any leaſe of your Jafte 
Lives? May not you be ſought for {Gog 
in the Morning, and not be found? {j7he 
Is it not then wiſdom to put off that riſen 
no longer, which you have put off? and 
too long already ? : 

7. Is it not wiſdom to do that] was 
now, which is impoſlible to be done 7 ky; 
afterwards? A wiſe Man will not]they 
hang a Buſineſs of Concernment up-ayd 
on may-be's and uncertainties? Oflhaſt © 
no! Thus will a wife Man argue,{wou! 
It is certain it may now be done; butcall þ 
It 1s certain it cannot be done af-ff zel} 
terwards', if 'it be not done now: : 


There 1s no wiſdom nor work in thqed 


Gra ve 


damned for a fool. 


gue, 


| (35) 
Grave. He that dies a fool, ſhall be 
He will have 
more wiſdom in Hell, og, however 
he will there ſce his folly, but he 
muſt bearit, and the merit of it to 
all Eternity. Now is the day of Sal. 


: {vation 3 and wiſe Men ( I have told 


you ) take Time by the fore-lock, 
they redeem it ; It cannot be done 
afterwards. O, how poſitive is 
God in the caſe! Luke 13. 25, 26. 
When once the Maſter of the Houſe is 
riſen up and bath ſhut to the Door, 


Jand you begin to ſtand without and 10 


knock at the Door, &c, But what 
was the anſwer ? Depart from me, 
I know you n0t whence you are. Yet 


they plead priviledges: I bave eaten 
and drunk in thy preſence, and thou 
baſt Taught in our ſtreets, O, they 
would not be {aid nay!but doth Chriſt 


, butFcall his firſt words in again ? Ono! 
> af-JT tell you, T know you not, depart from 


now 


n the 
ra Vol © 


me : Be gone you wretched and. dam- 
wed ſouls, be gone. O cutting words + 
: Wcrs. 


(36) 
Were theſe wiſe Souls or Fools, judg. 
you ? 

8. Ts it not wiſdom to do that, 
which we have but a little time to 
doitin?: Were you to live the age | 
of Methuſalem , or the age of the | 
Patriarchs. before the Flood., you | 
then might have fomething, to fay| 


he 
Fn 
Nc 
= 


Lit 
I fou 
fon 


for your folly, in delaying the great|ſis | 


work of your ſou's. 


is your Age before God ? David an-| 


{wers the caſe, Thou haſt made my 
days as att handbreadth, and mine age 


#5 as nothing before thee, Plal, 39-4,5-1 


Suppoſe, finners 7 that you ſhould 
live threeſcore Years and ten, a full 
Age : what is this? You have an 
hundred Years work to do in this 
time-z and what is a days tinie to a 
weeks work? Or a weeks time for 
a years work ? This isthe calc, poor 
ſinners. Time 1s ſhort, And is not 
he a fooliſh Traveller, that hath a 
Journey that 1s large to. go, and on- 


lya Winter day todo it in, and yetf 


he 


But alas, what |[ for 


Da: | 


037). 
he will have it Noon cre he fet out? 
fa ſhort days, you ſay, it is now. 
hat, Noon, and now Night. Alas,poor 
e to f{finners! It is not only Noon with 
.age many of you, and the Sun of your 
" the Life may (et at Noon-day, but at 
you [four a Clock,or five of the Clock, -in- 
) fay Nfome of your days of Grace? And 
rreath]is it not wiſdom to make haſte be- 
vhat || fore it be night, a night of utter 
{ an-if Darkneſs, etcrnal Darkneſs- with 
\ myſ[you? O finners, ſpur on, put on, 
» age and mend your pace, elſe you will 
-45- be —_— 

ould . Is it not wiſdom to do that 
full _ which will bring great returns 
e anj of wiſdom when you die., when 
this| you come to your Journeys end ? 
toaſ Wiſe Men will be doing that for the 
e forf| preſent , which will turn to good 
DOOr account, though they ſee not good 
5 not] of it for the preſent. So a wiſe ſoul 
th aff for Eternity, for Heaven, this ſoul 
| on-{ will be doing that which will bring 
| yet] great returns, Wiſe Merchants, 


he ; | and 


adg. 
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and wiſe Mariners,” ſtudy to make 
good returns. Here come your re- 
turns, you wiſe Chriftians, when 
you come to die, O then, the foul 
will have returns of Peace and Com>- 


fort, This was the return that He-| 


zebiah had : Lord, remember me, 


how T have walked before thee with an 
upright and a perfe@ heart, O that} 
is a ſweet word of Peters : Where-| 
fore the rather, Brethren, give diligence | 
to make your Calling and Eleton ſure. | 


For ſo an entrance ſhall be miniſtred 


unto you abundaxtly, unto the ever? 
laſting Kingdom of our Lord and $Sa-| 
viour Feſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1. 10,11. 
Is it not greatly your wiſdom to} 


make this fure, to have Peace, Joy, 


laſt. 


clined; and haſt'a goodwill to re- 
pant, 


and Comfort, upon a Death-bed at 


Io. Is 1t not wiſdom to do that j 
now, which. you ſhall not have to! 
do afterwards? Now thou. art mo<+} 
ved, breathed upon, convinced, in-f 


| ſhe repented not. 


(39) 
pent, and to-return from the evil cf 
thy ways: O do it ſpeedily, for it 
may be, negle& this time, and thy 
Heart may be hardened, Fezebel 
had ſpace given her to repent in, but 
Alas poor (inner! 
it may be thou wilt be judicially 


1 hardned, inſtead of mourning, \re- 
| penting , or belicving afterwards, 
$ Now if thou put theſe together, and 
{ compare them with the other tea in 
| the Doctrinal part, I think finners, 


you may eaſily ſee who 15s the Fool, 


| and whois the Wiſe Man, and which 
j of theſe you belong unto. Come 
. | finners, rouze up your ſelves, if you 
| have plaid the fool thus long, for 
| the Lords ſake, for your ſouls fake, 
$ for Chriſt's ſake, let me beg of you, 
Jlet me prevail with you, that you 
q play the Foolsno longer 3 leſt,as you 
C have lived,you ſhall die, leſt you die 
J Fools. 
| there is. no fool like the dying fool, 


And let me tel! you, ſinners, 


for the dying fool will be the dam- 
ned fool. Prov. 
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Prov. F4- 9» 


Fools take a mock at Sip. 


vV E. have done with the De- 7 


ſcription of the Perſons in 


my Text, the ungodly Man, the? 


Fool, Weare now come to the Diſ- 
covery of his Practice, He Wakes g 
mock at Sine | 
What he is, you have heard bue| 
now- we mult enquize what he doth, ! 
The Text tells us, He: makes a mock | 
at Six, Heis not only a Fool, but 
he manifeſts his folly 3 according to 
that word, Prov. 13.16. A fool lay- | 
eth open bis. folly. Or, ſpreadetb his 
folly, layeth open the dung of his own 
Fooliſpneſs., ( Some read it ) The, 
ſhame of bis folly ſhall be ſpread a- 
broad, ( one reads it ) The heart o 
fools proclaimeth fooliſhneſs, Prov.| 


2:2 3- 
Whercin 


(4) 
'Wherein dothy this diſcovery of 
this folly coufilt ? The Text tells us, 
They 'make a 'mock, at Sin. Some 
think the ſenſe of it to be | : 
this, * They make a ſport of Fl ge 
. De- if: Seck, not to appeaſe the ,, ic. 
wrath of God kindled a- 
gainft them for it , but amongſt the 
'DiC- Righteous there is favour; (vit.) 
hes 8 Among them the favour of God, when 
* [they bave offended, is ſought for by all 
- bay | cans 5 and being ſought for, by mer- 
11 | cy. is obtained. Others.thus, Fools 
Jnot finding the Scourge of Sin,, 
( viz.) the Puniſhment of it, not 
tied to the Act of it, as if they were 
mockt, when they are told of the 
ha! Puniſhment of it to come, they. make 
1a mock at it, and go on in their 
Thel wickedneſs. The favour therefore 
_| the Righteous ſhews them, is-quick- 
Iyco let: them feel the Rod of: Juſtice 
{| while they puniſh the offence,. they. 
 *l| ſhew great love to the Offender. 
. (Some 
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Arias Mon- ( Some read it, ) | Stul- 


ranus i ora quiſque palliabat 
mw . delidum. | Every Fool 
will hide his fault, And O what fol- 


ly is this ! The favour therefore that | 
the Righteous ſhew him, is to let 


him ſee his fin. I think it 1s 'a good 


(42) 


reading » They make a mock, of fin, 


(viz.) A ſmall matter, a light mat- | 
terof it, a matter of Laughter and | 


Merriment, Sport and Recreation. 


O-whatan height of fin, what a de- | 
gree of impudency are ſuch. finners | 
arrived at! Mocking at that upon ; 


Earth, that ſouls are mourning, for, 
& ever in everlaſting burnings! what 


finners, mock at that now, that you 
muſt moura over here, or hereafter, | 
to all Eternity ? What, make a Jeſt | 
of that which is matter of Damna- F* 


tion ?: Is going to Eternal Flames, 
finners, a jeſting buſineſs? Ah poor F 
ſinner, thou ſhalt aſſuredly have e- 
nough of mocking at ſin, when God 
ſhall. mock at thee, as thou once 


mockt ; 


{ mockt and laught at their 


(43) 


mockt at fin, Stay here, ſinner, read 
no further, unleſs reſolved thou wilt 
confider the next words thou readiſt. 
If all this. while thou haſt not laid 
one word to heart,canſt thou read it 
withont fear and amazement ? Twill 
alſo laugh at your Calamity, and mock, 
when your fear comes > when your fear 


1 comes as deſulation,and your deſtrution 
J cometh as a whirl-wind : When diftreſs 


and anguiſh cometh upon you,Pro.1:26, 


927. Ihe meaning of it,is,finners ſhall 
L be ſo tormented in their 
3 own Conſlciences, their 


Ridere Des 
eff nolle h«- 
mane Aﬀi- 
dFrons _ 
rere v9 ays 
One, 


ſin and guilt laying hold 
upon them, as it God 


tormenf, This Jaughing 


3 of God, is, that he will not have pi- 
Ity upon humane Affliction, 


Y The. Obſervation I would inſiſt 


-, 


on, 1s this; 


. To make a mock of fin, - is the great- 


eft diſcovery of Folly in the IPorld. 
| We 


oe (44) 
We muſt inquire, Firſt, What 1s 
meant by ſuch as are mockers at-fin- 
Secondly, We muſt inquire into 
the Pleas that lead ſinners into this 
great piece of Folly. 

Thirdly, We muſt inquire into 
the Reaſons, why it is ſuch great 
folly, To make a mock at fin. 

Fourthly, We muſt Improve it, 
by way of Application. 

I. What is meant, or who are 
meant by ſuch as are mockersat fin ? 


I. Sometimes this Mocking is ta- | 
ken for Deceiving : as ſhe ſaid to' 


Samſon, Judges 16, 10. Thou. baſt 
anocked me, and told me lies, deceived 
2ue 50 poor linners, they deceive 


themſelves, while they mock at fin. 
Obſerve how my Text comes, In| 


the folly of. fools is their deceixs. They 


deceive themſclves, while they make 


a mock at fin. Al\taner , whilſt 
thou art mocking at fin, doſt thou 
know what thou art doing? Art 
thou not deceiving thy own ſoul ? 

2. SOIMe- 


(45) 
2. Sometimes it is faken to Jeſt, 
or Sport, even to Deriſion, ( ÞPſah 
44+ 13+ ) either by Words, or Ge- 
ſture. Thus they make a mock at 
fin, making a ſport of it: chat is 
made a deriding matter with finners 
which is a damning matter with 
God : Gad takes notice of the ge- 
ſture of Perſons in fuch caſes, A- 
gainſt whom do you ſport your ſelves? 
Againſt whom make ye a wide mouth, 


> | and draw out the tongue ? Ia. 57+ 4. 
8 Theſe are actions of ſcorn, and God 
I takes Cognizance of them : The 


Lord ſees you, finners, when any of 
you make a mock at Him, or his 
Word, Ways, ox Scrvants. - This 
in the General. | 

I» By making a mock at fin, is 


Lunderſiood a lighting, and deriding 
Jat the Threatnings of God 5 uſual- 


ly they that make 'a mock at fin, 
make -a mock at the approaching 
Judgments of God. Thus Lots Sons 
in Law did, he was to them as one 
that 


(46) 

that mocked, Thus did the Fews 
in Ezekiel's days, when theyitook 
# ſcornful Taunt, ' Ezzk, 12. 27. fful 
The Viſion bs prolonged, the Viſun-is then 
prolonged 5: the Viſion that he ſeeth, is 
for many days to come. Tuſh, lay and 
poor linners, this is far enough oft; $Y0V- 
as thoſe Scoffers did in Peters: time, }, 2: 
Where are the promiſes of bis com"! 
ing * So fy theſe, Where are his 
Ticatnings , *are they. not long a ns | 
coming? As thoſe did, who ſaid, F2oct 
Tt i; not near, let us build Houſes, (oct 
this City is the Chaldron, and we areF or 
the Fleſh, Exck. 11. 3, The'Pro-f-9d 
phet F-remiab had Prophefied about here 
thirty Years before -of the ChaldeansÞ'2 W 
befieging the City, as you may fee, $'?» { 
11512 ſeejt thou Jexemiah? I ſee a ſeth} le 
ing Pot, aud the face thereof was t0- 
wards the North. Here: was that now 
they:ſpake of :*Now,fay they,the old 
Prophet is miſtaken, 'is thisa likely} 
thing; that after thirty Years; fuchf 
a ſtrong City as Feruſalem ſhould bc 
the 


(47) 
the -Chaldron , the ſeething Pot? 
\ok | They ſpeak of it by way of a ſcorn- 
27. (ful Irony , but yet it came upon 
- is Jtbem., : Ah, finners, you'may mock 
- is Jat that which hangs over your heads, 
ſay| and is ready to come down upon 
»ft 3 BY 0V- 
2.. Before ſinners arrive at this 
netght of fin, they mock at the 
Mengers of the Goſpel 3 there is 
ms to be underſtood in making a 
ock at fin. We read of ſuch as 
ſes, Fnocked the Mcfſcngers of God ſent 
- are$DOVglt them, until ce wrath of 
pro. $29d broke out againii friem, that 
out here was no remedy: O now, it is 
au 9 wonder if they make a mock at 
ſe $10, ſeeing they mock. at chaſe thas 
24h. $1< {ent to denounce Divine Threat- 
10gs 2gainit 11, | 
now 3» There are fuch as make a mock 
- olalſſt the People of God ; Thus many 
;kely id at, David, He was a deriſion 'to 
fach{e22 » be was the Drunkards ſons. 
1d bee read of ſuch as (it 3# the ſeat of 


the ; the 


:(438) Y- 
the ſcornful. 1. Some of theſe mock] j 4. 
at the ſufferings'of the People offmndg 
God, which is. no ſmall degree off the. \ 
fin, that fay, A4ha, aba, ſo would wei Caul 
have it» You know what God ſ(aidfHolir 
to the Poſterity of Eſau, Obad., 12 Worl 
13. Thon ſhouldſt not have looked oaSHeari 
:iu the day of my Peoples Calamity gion, 
neither ſhouldſt thon have ſpoken proud-ymake 
ly in the day of bis diftreſs, 8&c. Of|/:[2: 
what a fad fiory was that, of theÞQccat! 
People of God, Lam. 2. 15, 16» Al:mpc 
that paſs by, clap their hands at theeShing 
they biſs and wag their beads at thehey, h 
Daughter of Jeruſalem, ſaying , ior thi 
this the City that Men call the Perfef 3. 
ion of Beauty, the Foy of the wholigetore. 
Earth ? This is the day we have lookeaid, | o' 
for, we have found, we have ſeen itÞock a 
Now, this is a great height of ſinÞng-be 
to mock at Gods Pcoples ſufferingPÞill ne1 
and forrows. . 2. Many mock at Il this 
their Duties and Services, at thei} the I 
very Prayers, and this is alſo a greaÞ what 
height of ſin. y ſin, 
4+ By. 


7 oi \ 


m_ Ky] - 
ck}-.} 4; By making a mock at fin, is 
offanderſtood fuch as- make a mock at 
off the- Ways of God, at the; whoke 
ve Cauſe of Religion: Such as ſcoff at 
idgHolineſs, there are many ſuch in the 
24 World; that mock at/Prayer; -at 
oHearing, at the ſtriftneſs. of Reli- 
ty fgion, at the Ordinances of God, yea, 
edynake a mock; at Repentance for fin. 

Of12- Inquiry, : What are the leading , 
thePPccatians to-this Folly; of making 
Alſp:mock at {in ?;-They pretend ſome- 
beeShing for it, this is their folly, but 
tb&hey. have ſome pretended: Reaſons 
, Tor this their wicked praftices 
fe #- Occaſion of this fin being long 
boleefore it be diſcovered, it lying long 
oke! id, occaſions finners ' to'-make a 
; itMnock at it 3 they think becauſe ic is 
finÞÞng+before it be. diſcovered, that it 
ingÞ'ill never be. - Alas, poor ſinners ! 
k a! this while your ſecret ſins are ſet 
thei the Light of Gods Countenance. . 
preaf} what folly-is this, to think to hide 

y fin, and proſper ? You knners, 

. By. © D _ that 


(59) th i [7 
that talk of-your {ins being hid, diafp,s 
you -ever confider ' theſe chines $2. 
While your ſin is:hid, your ConſfciFrhis 
ences will ſting: you: 'O'how will itfther; 
flie in your Faces !:Did not the guilgapaj, 
of 7ofephr Brethren-do'fo, after mz ver 
ny Years it had 'beed hid ? Whenfcomi 
guilt ſhalk have a ReſirreRtion' bithe Þ 
Convittion, - and ſhall-walk fn youſeur 0 
Conſciences,O how dreadfiilwitkthifhiq-£ 
bebihar a fearful! SpetFram' is: unfljer 
pitdoned guilt,” when? it' walks inaBook; 
awakened Conſcience? Ah,- ſidtiedhur of 
doſt thou ever! cofſider this? Wh, th 
thougirthy fin'be hid;yet itwill walRey, » 
*t/ thy:Conſctente? * 2, DoRt thofonſid, 
conlider; though thy-ſuis:be- bid; /yQlifcoy, 
God hath all ' thy fecvet: fins" in bÞour « 
Treaſures, (Dewt. 32, 34) are thFign; to 
not laid up in ſtore with- him?: Aﬀhis def 
they not (eaſed. ap ameng his Treers,' þ 
farcs ? Ah, "framers, what fools a rary,D 
ya(l' to'think God! hath forgottFrer © 
them, vwntil he' hath'forgiven thenſnore_v 


_ Though you have caſt them behiqhath 6; 


FO 


| IT -- 
Adojur backs, yet God hath Treaſured 
15S Pnem up : "And; O, dreadful will 
ciythis be ' when the Lord ſhall open 
}ittheſe 'Treafates, to bring them forch 
oft Igainſt ' you." 3. Sinnexs, did you 
m1Fever contider, there is a Court-Day 
henſcoming, in which you muſt have all 
© bÞhe Books opened, and it will be read 
7ouout of theſe Books, what hath been 
thiſhid for many Years; all' ſinners In- 
- unflictments are drawn” out of theſe 
(aÞBooks.. And the Dead. were Fudged 
ſnedbut of theſe thiugs which were written 
(hi the Books, according to their works, 
walkev. 20. 11,12, 4. Dq you ever 
toFonſider, .finners, that God often 
yBifcovers that, which ſigners la- 
n bÞour to hide moſt ; If it be thy de- 
thFign; to hide it,, God will make it 
- Alſhis defign.. to diſcover it, Ah, fin- 
TreÞ:rs, how (ad is it to carry on con- 
s aFfrary.Deligns to God.? , 5, Did you 
ottFver conhder, that you have not 
henffnore ways of finping , than God 
enifſhath of diſcovering. Sometimes 
yol © D 2: God 


(52) 
God makes uſc of Confcienes to.alif]. 

cover fin, ſometimes be makes. uy} W,; 
of Providence to diſcover ſin, as 11Fid c 
Fonahs caſe. The ſtorm is ſent- tqhat c 
difcover the: guilty Perſon, . ſomefhhers 


- times by Ordinances, ſometimes byjis F; 


ſuch as were Partners with you. ind de 
your fin. Ah, finners, put all theſFacy ; 
things together, and you will ſeqd þir 
hiding of, your fin is a poor Plea twize, 
make a mock at it. - Er, * 

3. Sinners, are led into the evil offcac | 
mocking at fin, by fin. growing ſuqave a 
ceſsful and proſperous. When theſging a 
ſee the path of the wicked to proſp:yſay br 
O how are they hardned by it ! Proqhner c 
I. 24+ The proſperity of Fools ſition, 
them. Such Fools are we- to thinÞaver{ 
a proſperous Condition a good Confays D 
dition, but it hath been the undoinſs Teſt; 
of many a poor Soul to all Eternityy3. At: 
O how did the Church of the Fenffmake 
( Hof. 2. 7, $8. ) run from God aft@$g Pun 
other Lovers, until God hedged uf efcap, 
her way with Thorns, and madfance , 


at fin 1: 


il. ep Wd 
uy Wall to prevent her ? And how 
3 irfid the Prodigal, -like a fooliſh Son 
- tdhat cauſeth ſhame, run from his Fa- 
meſſhers Houſe, ( Luke 16. 17. ) until 
s bylis Fathcr ſent a Famine after him, 
1 iffnd denied him Succour in his Apo- 
heſacy 3. For he would gladly bave fil- 
ſeepd bis belly with the Husks which the 
a thine did ear, but no Man gave unto 
z Rubs in the ways of fin are 
11 offcat Mercies 3 what a mercy itis to 
ſuckve a Rub in the way to Hell, to 
thefging a ſinner to a ftand, that ſtand 
ſp:Jay bring him to a turn : Firſt, the 
Proqpner comes to a fiand of Confide- 
7 ſ[gtion, before he comes toa turn of 
thinÞoverſion. T1 confid:red my ways 
Confays David ) and turned my feet to 
Joinſd T eſtimenies, 
nit{3- Another thing that leads Fools 
enflmake a mock at fin, is Gods defer- 
| afc@g Puniſhment ; when finners (ce 
ed uf c{cape the ftrokes of Divine Ven- 
madance , then they begin to think 
at fin 15 but a ſport. Becauſe God 
| D 3 kept 
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( 54) | 
kept ſilent, ( 2#z.) did not preſently hivg 
thunder upon them with the Tokens clt.et 


-of-his Wrath : What was the uſePiftcr 


they made of it ? They thought God (uch ; 
was like unto themſelves, Pal. 50. 21 1 
Nowthey fall into 4+beifticalfhoughtsÞUrde 
concerning God, and ſurely this will rde 
lead them to make a mock at fin, i hat p 
they once come to make a mock at oal, 
God : Thus were they hardned, upÞ$"*i* 
on whom Sentence was not ſpeedily$/>00t 
Executed. O how many poor foolgt<! W 
have been hardned, and flattered byÞ©15 ? 

this, to the Gallows here, and tF2"g 
Hell hereafter, | | as if 
4. Another thing that leads Foolg!9t tu 
to make a mock at fin, is, they nef0-wha 
ver have felt it a Burden upon th -ord, 
back of their Conſciences : AngP%t ur 
poor Soul that hath felt it weigh, £Þ®t his 
dare ſay; is paſt making a mock F< too! 
it. David will tell you how ok : 
weighed upon him It went over bf * 3 
Head as a Burden, yea, as too. beanſÞany 
a Burden to bears It is the heavie* of. 
| thi 


(55) 
tlyfhiog inthe World, co ſuch as have: 
-nsf<1t.the ' burden of it 3 and it'is the; 
aſeÞittereſt- thing in the World, to 
-ofuch as have taſted the bitterneſs of 
>1.Mt- It is truce, Aﬀlictions are heavy 
hesÞurdens, and Temptations are heavy 
—_ burdens 3 - Doubts, and Objections, 
\ jÞÞat preſs 1n:upon many a Btlieyers 
© ar$0al, are: heavy buzdens 3 but alas ! 
ap$hcle are all light things comparative- 
14;1\8y,to the guiltof, tia, What a bur. 
)0\Þcn was fin, upon the backs of An- 
| þÞ<1s-? Did it not tumble them head- 
| (Fong into Hell? What a burden 

as if pon our firſt Parents, did jt 
00/$ot tumble them ouc of Paradile ? 
ne0-what a burden was it to our dear 
chÞ-ord, Jeſus Chriſt! "Did not he cry 
AnÞut under it? Though they were 
1, $ot his own fins, but our fins which 
& $< took upon him. And could you 
nock at this, if evcr you had felc 
» bf ? Ah what fools are poor finners ! 
2;F0vany Thouſands are ſunk into the 
vie ic of. Eternal Perdition, with the 


* D 4 weight 
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weight and burden of their fins, up* 
on the back of their Immortal ſouls-(* 
5. Thing that leads ſinners tofſ* 
make a mock at fin, is cuſtome in ke] 

_ fin. This is very hardning, we ſa 
it is a ſecond Nature. Alas, whe 
Souls have got a cu 
if | Confaeruds pec- (ome of finning, the 
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Hog Seems vt ag they begin to make © 


mock at it,being har 


BR | av 

® # dened in it.O how often doth the cu . = 
j fiome of ſin, take away the feeling an 
4 and conſcience of it, That is —Y 


; great word in the Prophet, Fer. 
|: X 2.22, Canthe Ethiopian change hiff 
? | thin ? Or the Leopard his fpats ? Thelff, ©? 
bY - - may you do good, that are accuſtomed. 
10 do evil ? And yet how ordinary 1 
It,for theſe poor Fools to plead a cu 
tome for finning, which is (o fa 
from being a Plea,that it is an aggra 
vation, I have, ſay Sinners, got 
ren a cuſtome of it, I cannot leavi 
3: Tell a finner of his Drunken 
neſs, of his Uncleanneſs, ec. mY 
| ati 
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| (57). 
[hath aaticn a Jr 1h of it : Is this 
fany Plea, thou fooliſh finner ? Sup” 

— pole a Malcfactor before a Judg of 
Afize, ſhould plead thus, My Lord» 


i he Indictment is true, I confeſs the 
ber act 3 but I have gotten ſuch a cu- 
"tome to Steal, and play the Thief3 
ou or, I have gotten ſuch a cuſtome of 
"_ t, to cut Purſes, that I cannot leave 


"ſt, therefore I crave. your Lordſ{hips 
avour. Would this pleading Mit= 
PFigate, or Aggravate the Offence, 
Fhink you ? And yer is not this the 
T-aſe of Thouſands of finners ? Some 
ave Allegorized that paſſage of La- 
Earus being dead four days, as 
wy it ſet out a finner dead in his 
ins and treſpaſſes3 dead the firſt day 
"by conceiving ſin, the ſecond day by 
- Fonſenting to fin, the third day. by 
. [omitting fin, the fourth day by 
ultome in fin 3 fo that a Sinner ac- 
aſtomed to fin, is not only dead, 
Hut buried in fin, and a Grave- fone 
; Folled upon it,. and now no ſenſe be- 


Ds ing 


a man, He had been looking upoſj;c6 


ing left in this fioner, being dead inf + 
fin, he becomes a mocker at fin. _ 
6- Another thing that leads fool-f _ 
iſh-ones into mocking at ſin, is, be- 
cauſe it/doth not appear to them at 
preſent in its proper colours, it ap- Fg 
pears to them in Diſguiſes, in Masks.ſ_-” 
Sinners do not look at-fin, in two 
Glaſſes, and ſo have. not a right Gla 
view and proſpee of it. (1-) The; ©. 
Glaſs of the Law, this will make fin}... © 
to appear in its proper colours. $i 
( lays Paul) that it might appear fin 
it did not appear fin before, it dic 
not look like it ſelf before 3 it had 
painted Face, but now it hath deat! 
in the Face of it, yea, Hell and Da 
nation in the Face of it, Sin rev: 
ved, and I died, Rome 7. 9, TO, 11F 
x2,13, The Apparition of it, t 
fight of it kilYq him. O what 
ehing is fin, that thou mock a 
poor finner ! The fight of it will kif 
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(599) 
Commandment. Alas! Donot the” 
moſt of ſ{inners in the World, look 
ol- upon fin Itke a painted Lion, that 
De= cannot take a Man by the Throat. 
12th ©, but the Law of God will let you 
aP-l ſee, ic is a real Roaring Lion, and 
KS will tear you to. pieces, it you get 
WOT it not pardoned. (2.) There is the 
ght Glaſs of the Goſpel, to ſhew you fin 
Th4;, its proper colours. The Goſpel 
- {ir lets you ſee, fin 1s the Knife that cut 
SU he Throat of Gods Iſzac (viz. the 
fin ord Jeſus Chriſt. This was the 
| dc Dagger that ſtab'd the Son of God 
ad Yo the Heart. This was the Spear 
Jeatfhat let Water and Blood out of his 
Dade. The Nailes that faſtned. his 
T60Eacred Hands to the Croſs. And if 
D, 1 hou hadſi ſuch a fight of tin, couldft 
t> Uihou, nay, durft thou, make a mock 
hat fin ? | | 

R 2 7, Another thing.that leads Fools 
ill k1 make a mock zt fin, 1s, their un- 
 UPOFlick of the ſevere Threatnings of 
w, tSoq againſt it. Though the Lord 
Co , ; hath. 


$ 


in 


£80J).. =» 
hath threatned it with Eternal Con- 
demnation, with DecfiruQion , yea, 
everlaſting Dcſfiruction from his 
Preſence, and the Glory of his Pow- 
er; to lie under Wrath to come, 


without the leaſt hopes of Mercy, to | 


all Eternity. But alas! theſe fin- 
ners are ſuch fools, that they put 
them far from them, and ſo make a 
mock at that they ſhould mourn 0- 
ver. Did they believe the. ſoul that 
fins ſhall die? Did they believe bat 


the wages of fin is death? Did they | 


believe that the wayes of ſin do 


lead down unto death? Did they| 


believe that Jeſus Chriſt will come 
in flaming fire, rendring Vengeance 
to them that know him not, and 
obey not the Goſpel? Could it be 
that they durſt make -a mock at ſin ? 


But alas! Do not all theſe ſeverd] 


Threatnings, ſeem to them like { 
many idle Tales; as things ſpoke 
they think meerly ( in Terrorem | 
and that God will never make the! 


90 


- 


(61) | 
good upon them. But what a dream, 


what a deluſion 1s this ? God will as 
ſurely perform his Threatnings, as- 


| he will his Promifes. Not one 


Threatning ſhall fall to the ground, 


| no more than one Promile. 


8. Another thing that leads Fools 
to make a mock at fin, is thisz A 


| ſecret apprehenſton that they have 


taken up, that God will never call 
them to an account hereafter, for 
what fin they run into now. O, if 
poor finners did but reckon of a day 


_ of Account, of ſtanding before a 


Judgment Seat, of being called be- 
fore Gods Barz could they, durti 
they make a mock at ſin ? Did the 
Thief in the a& conſider, I muſt an- 
ſwer for this before the Judg, would 
it not ſirike him with dread and ter- 
rour, while he is about it ? Would 
he then make a mock at it ? Whar, 
at that which he muſt anſwer for ? 
And ſinner, hath not 'God faid, we 
mit all appear at his JEN _— 
An 


02 


And that to give an account of all 
the deeds done in the Body, whether 
they begood or evil? And hath not he 
told us, after death we muſt come to 
Judgment ? And-that we mult give 
an account for every idle word, at 
the great Audit-Day ? Then ſurely, 

-we mult for every ation, Mar. 12.36. 
x Pet. 4.5. Is not Chriſt Judg of the 
Quick and the Dead, before whom 
we muſt all appear ? And finner, is 
all this in Jeſt, can the Holy God 
thus dally with guilty finners ? What 
1s all this an idle ſtory ? Is this .only 
a Romance? Are theſe only big 

words? Come, -come, poor finners, 
you will find every ſyllable of this to 

be true, and will you go on mock- 
ing at that which you muſt be ac- 
countable for to an Impartial Judg ? 

Will the Judgment Day be a mock- 

ing mafter.? Is the dreadful Tribu= 

nal of God a jeſting Buſineſs? Then 
g0 On like Fools, and make a mock 
of 11m, 

9, Thiog 
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9. Thing that leads Fools to make 
2 mock at fin, is, a wretched Con- 
ceit ſinners have taken up, that God 
will forget fin, as faſt as they com- 
mit it- Tuaſh, ſay they, will God 
remember ? He hath ſaid in bis heart 
God hath forgotten, he bideth bu face, 
he - will never ſee it, Pal. IC. Is 
And ſo poor deluded ſouls go on, 
making a mock at it. Ah poor fin- 
ner! what a madneſs is this in thee, 
to harbour ſuch a Conceit! God did 
foreſee ſuch a piece of Atheiſm as 
this in the hearts of the Sons of Men, 
therefore he hath laid us in with 
plentiful Texts of Scripture againſ 
it, Deut. 32. 34: Is not this laid up 
in ſtore with me, and ſealed among my 
Treaſures ? God hath laid them up, 
to bring them out when occaſion 
ſerves. Therefore you read that in 
Fob, Job 14. 17. My tranſgreſſion 
ſealed np in a bag, thou ſoweſt up 
mine iniquity. Some read it, Thou 
packeſt up mine iniquity, Others 
com= 


(54) 
complicate them together, Lays oze 
of them upon the top of another. Former 
ſins with preſent ſins, to make up 
the pack, and aggravate. one ano- 
ther. When the great Aſlizes come, 
we read how finners mult be pro- 
ceeded againſt, out of the Books 
which are written, ( ſays the Text, 
Rev, 20. 15. ) O poor Sinners, will 
' you, dare you, make a mock of that 
which God keeps a Remembrance 
of, which God Books down. Sin- 


ners, think what you will, your fins | 


are (o far from being forgotten by 
God, that your iniquity is marked 
bcfore the Lord, as he told them, 
Fer. 2.22. No, no, the Day is 
coming, God will reprove you, and 
{et your ſins in order before you, 
' Pſal. Fo. 20. AnAllufion to letters 
in a Book that are ſ«t in order, all 
in a row, before one, The Lord 
hath, Sinners, ſuch a Book, where 
all your fins are Recorded ; and out 
of this Book you ſball one day be 

forced 
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forced to. read all in their proper or- 


der you will then ſee God hath not 


forgotten any of them , no, not ſo 
much as the circumſtances of them, 
All i remembred. 

10. Another thing that leads Sin- 
ners to make a mock at fin, is their 
ſtifling and firangling their Convi- 
ctions of ſin, until they bring 
themſelves under obduracy of beart. 
Many ſinners at firſt fioning , are 


J arreſted with the Accuſations of their 


own guilty tormenting Conſciences, 
but then they-run into one Diverſt- 
on or another, to {wallow up and 
drown theirconvidions and troubles; 


J as Cain did, when he went out from 


the preſence of God, and dwelt in 
the Land of Nod, and buildt a Ci- 
ty, Gen. 4.16, Which ſome think, 
was to divert the troubles of an a- 
wakened guilty Conſcience; Many 
wounded Souls will run to their 
Pleaſures for a little cafe, others to 
their Comforts, others to their Cal- 
lings 


(66) 
lings 3: and at laſt, their Convidtions |; 
wear-oft, and then the Sinner comes 
to be hardned, and now he arrives 
at the height of ſin, even to make a 
mock of it. For uſually , Perſons 
who have been under {ome common 
work and troubles for Stn, -and not 
being throughly wrought upon by 
them, become Mockers and Scoffers 
afterwards. O therefore , Sinners, 
look that your ConviQtions be 
through and through. O beg.of 
God they may nat be tranſient like a 
Hath of Lightning in a Room, that 
makes it a little lighter for the Pre- 
ſent, but leaves it dark when it 1s 
gone, Now, Sinners, you have 
heard the occaſions, that leads you 
into making a mock of Sinz Will 
you remember to pray againſt them, 
that it may not be thus. with you, 
that you be not the Fools in the 
« 7 * OM 

Now to convince you, poor Sin- 


ners, that this is the greateſt Fol) 
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(67) 
in the World, to make a mock at 
Sin, 

T+ Is it not Folly to make a mock 
at that, which you. muſt certainly 
either mourn for here, or hereafter ?- 
As merry, poor Sinner, as thou art, 
thy mirth 4s but madneſs.., I have 
ſaid to Langhter, thou art mad, and 
to Mirth, what doth it ? Eccleſ. 2. 2. 
It holds in this ſenſe, it lays a foun- 
dation for ſorrow, and bitter lamen- 
tation. (1.) Here, if God have a 
deliga of love upon, thee, he will 
bring thee to mourn over that which 
thou :haſt ſo often mockt at, Can 
you ever (inners) expe& to be 
pardoned, if you have not repented? 
Doth he comfort any that do not 
mourn ? Bleſſed are they that mourn, 
for they ſhall be comforted. Ah, Sin- 
ncr, if thou didſi but remember in 
thy Jollity and Madneſs, when thou 
art making a mock of Sin, ere long 
thou muſt be made to mourn over it, 
and cry out of it, as a burden too 
| heavy 


(63) 


heavy for thee tobear. - Would not 


this check thee in thy carcere' of 
Madnefs and Folly * (2.) If thou 
mourn not over it here, it will be 
worſe, thou wilt be made to mourn 
over it hereafter, and then thou wilt 
mourn without hope. Now: thou 
mayeſt have hope of pardon, there 
is hope concerning this thing, but 
this afterwards mourning,' 1s alto- 
gether hopeleſs ; which makes me 
remember the ſad” condition of that 
poor finner, Prop. 5.11, 12,13, 14» 
And thou mourn at laſt when thy fleſh 
and thy body is conſumed, and- ſay, 
How have 1 bated Inftrafion, and my 
heart deſpiſed Reproof.? And bave nov 
obeyed the woice of my Teachers, nor 
enclined mine ear to them that inftru- 
- Hed me, I was in all evil in the 
midſt of the Congregation and - Aſſem- 
bly. Whether we tookTt of mourn- 
ing here in old Age, ( as ſome) or 
of mourning in Hell ( as others ) 
yet it holds true: O what a mourn- 


ing, 


1%) 


. (Ying will this be! ( Some ' read it 
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'Quoniam) Becauſe I have hated In- 
ſiruion. ( Others read it Cur) 


Why have I hated Inftrucion : As 
being a Confeſſion, ;he had.no Cauſe, 


no..Reaſon, to do ſo. -We' read it 


( Quomedo ). How have I hated In- 


ſfiruction? . As being an acquitting 
Gods Juſtice in his puniſhment. O, 
how have I hated InſiruQion, and 
it is but juſt with God, I now ſhould 
be thus dealt , withal 3 God is Righ- 
teous in all this, that is come upon 
me. And is not this folly? great 
folly to lay the foundation of ſuch 
mourning, and. ſuch bitter mourn- 

ing? . | 
2. Is not this Folly, to mock at 
that which the Righteous God hates 
with a perfe& hatred, yea, and will 
be revenged of ? Did poor Sinners 
ſee, . God hated fin, would they 
make a mock at it ? That you make 
a matter of Mockery of, God makes 
a maſter of hatred of, As in that caſe 
| of 


© (Go) 
of Idolatry , 'fo in this, he ſays 12 Th 
"Do not the abominable thing "my ſoul | Por 
bates, Jer. 44.4. And it we of yy L 
(Chriſt, ' He '1bves * Rigbteonſpeſe: and]. 
bates Iniguiry, 'Heb; TY d dof Eien 
you think this is 45k ing br gefs is thi 
Sirs? Nay,” God's hatred boyls up Will 
into Revenge : 'Shalf not my ſoul be Moch 
 #benged' on fach a Natjon as this? Now 
And is it not-a ſearfdl ting, to" fall of Dr 
iro the trands' of the Bverlivingſ you © 
-God? "Who' hath fald,” "Pengeatrce ſj Patio! 
by, and he will 7 "Dr "YOU. 

Firft, God will either be avenge 5 
-of Sin here: or hereafter. He often Folly: 
takes Vengeance of it here, and ſhall] grievi 
Sinners makea mgck at Gods. Judgy the d 
"ments* How many thouſands 'hat thy d 
God taken Vengeance of in this Lifcy woul 
How hath Gods Righteous Judy And, 
ments often taken hold of this wic4 God! 
'ked Perſon, Of that wicked Fam! daily 
ly ? Frienc 

Secondly; Heteafies we read i what 


Chriſt coming i= flaming Firey grieve 
2 Thc 
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y5,42 Thef. 1.8. to take vengeance on 
ul Jpoor Sinners that know him nor, 
| off nor have obeyed his Goſpel. "And 
1#d| 40 not we read -of the Vengeance of 


dof 


els 


Eternal Fire? (Fude, ver, 7.). And 
is this. a mocking matter ' with you? 
Will there: be any Laughter , any 


4 Mocking, any Drollery in Hell ? 


Now, you Sinners make a meer piece 
of Drollery about Sin, but ſtay-when 
y 

yott come under a ſentence of Dam- 


a nation, that will be no Drollery with 


FO, +1 377 0 | 
3+ Is inot that Folly, yea, great 
Folly, to make a mock at that which 


Hrieves God ?. We would not - grieve 
the 


deareſt'Friend, thy dear Father, 
thy dear: Husband, thy3 dear Wife, 
would you willingly grieve them ? 
And, O what folly is this to' grieve 
God! to grieve. that God that thou 


daily liveli upon, that is-thy deareſt 


Friend tn the World ? Do you know 


'what you do Sinners, | when 'you 


gricye God? 4 
| Firft, 


ce 2: » FR.” py 
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Firk, What, grieve that-God tha hi d 


you depend upon for your lives, far 
the lives of your Souls, for the lives 
of your Bodies, who can both kill 
Body and Soul: He that is Lord of 
Four Lives, and can ſeal a Leaſe of 
Eje&ment when he will 3 Turn you 
out of your Clay Cottages at. his 
pleaſure. 
Secondly, Is it not folly to grieve 
-him, that can call you to an-account 
; when he' will ? You muſt be account- 
able to him for your grieving of him, 
at his own time and pleaſure.! 
Thirdly, Is it not a folly to grieve 
" _ him that we. cannot contend with ? 
Fs there any ſtanging out'with God ? 
Did ever: any harden himſelf againſi 
the Lord and proſper ? Job 9. 4. Did 
you never, Sinners,” read that word 


ſcrioufly over ? Cgn your hearts en-Y. 


dure, or.your hands be made ſtrong in 


that day that I ſhall deal with you ?|Þ 


( faith the Lord ) Ezck: 22. 14+ You 
may, it may be, endure through the 
hardneſs 


blood. 


Remiſ 


bad F 
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.\ kardneſs of your hearts, the day that 


Gods Servants deal with you : 
But, Oh Sinner, God's day of deal- 
ing with thee, will' be another kind 
of Day! | 

Fourthly, Ts it nd folly to grieve 
him, that hath done :you ſo many 
kindneſles ? Is riot this great Ingra- 
titude , and 1s not this Folly ? O 
fooliſh People, and unwiſe , - will 
you thus requite the Lord? _ 

4. Is not this Folly to mock at 
that which coſt Jeſus Chriſt his pre- 
cious Blood ? What died the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt for ? Was it not the Re= 


| | miſſion of fins ? Without ſhedding of 


blood (ſays the Apolile) there is #0 
Remiſion. Heb. 1. 3. When Chriſt 
had purged by bimſclf our fins, he ſate 
down at the right Hand of the Maf'ſty 
on bigh. Ah, poor ſinners, db not 
you tread the Blood of Chrift under 
foot;and account it'an unclean thing, 
while you make a mock at fin? O 
hard hearted wretches, can you 
petty = make 
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make a mock at that which let out 
the Heart Blood of Chriſt ! Can-you 
make that a matter of Laughter, 
which made the Lord Jeſus forrow- 
ful, even unto death ? Can you mock 
at the Gall and Vinegar that thofe 
cruel Jews, that Crucifled our 
Lord, gave him to drink ? Would 
you have Laughed to have ſeen him 
hang upon the Croſs ? You all, that 
make a mock at fin, do as much as 
if you Laught at him when he went 
to Execution ; Andis it not, Sinners, 
to Crucific him again,and to put him 
to open ſhame ? 

5. Is it not a Folly to mock at that 
which brought the Curſe into the 
World; until Sin entred into the 
World, there was no ſuch thing as 
the Curſe, known .and. to mock at 


fin, is to. mock. at the Curſe. Oy. 
what madneſs. is this! To mock atf; 


that which ſhortly you muſt feel che 
cffets-. of! which conſiſts in two 


things: 
| Firſt, 
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EEE 
Firſt, Dexth Temporal. Ix the 
day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſure- 
iy die. Would you know how 
Death, that King of * Terrours, en- 
tre intothe World? and hath ſuch 
an'nniyerſal and! uncontrollable Re. 
gency in the World? ( The Apoſtle 
allliwers it) Death entred into the 
World by fin, Rom- 5. 12. Ah, fin- 
ners, will you make a 'mock at 
Death ? Is dying a jcliing matter 
with you? Will' you mock when 
this grim Serjcant ſhall Arreſt you ? 
Will not then your mocking be turn- 
ed into mourning? Doth the guilty 
nc|| condemned MatcfaCtor, when ready 
hell f0 he*tarned: off the 'Ladder,” uſe to 
dic 'mocking at, the Exccutioner ? I 
rf) bflieye, when you lie a dying, you 
O.£.Vil tell another ſtory... ws 
<* Secondly, "The Curſe that ſin hath 


*u ofonght , conſiſts in'eterna} Death, 
WO called the Tecond Dearh: © The firſt 


Death, that confifts of ſeparation, be- 
twixt Soul and Body 3 but the ſecond 
E 2 Dcath, 
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Dzath, that conſifts ip a.ſeperation 
betwixt the Soul and God 3 ic is cal- 
led, Everlaſting deftreufeyn from tbe 
preſence of the Lord. 

6. Is it nota Folly to make a mock 
at that which hath made many a 
poor' Soul go groaning under the 
weight. and burden! of it, mana 


Day, yea, many a Year? Poor hn-| 


ners, you may ſport at it for a while, 
but if the Loxd once make you fee] 
the Load of it, and Jay-upan.:you 
the Seaſe cf it, then your Note will 
be changed. What was it that made 
David cxy out, Pſal« 38, 4, 5, 6,7. 
My Wounds ſtink, and. ave corrupt. 
And at another time, My Sores Tus 
day and night, and ceaſeth not. , Tam 
tronbled, I am bowed down greatly, I 
go mourning all the day long. T have 
roared by reaſon of the diſquietneſs 0 
my heart. | What was the matter ? 
What occafioged -this.tumule. mm :the 
Soul of poor David ? He elk, us, 
For mine in*quities are gone over mine 
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head as a buxden, as too heavy a but- 
den for me to bear, &c. And, poor 
be Þ| Sinner', -wilt thou mock at thar, 
, | which other gracious Souls {1zve (o 
ck | ſadly mourned over ? ' Poor penitent 
.aÞ} Souls, are called weary and heavy la- 
he | dex Souls. And ſhall it be to you a 
aj jeſting, mocking buſineſs? 
n-j| #7. Isit not agreat Fo.ly to mock 
le, at that, which Satan is fo earneſtly 
eel fl ſolicitous to draw Sculs into? lt is 
ouſf the great dc<frgn of Satan, to draw 
111] Souls into Sin and Guile, It is cal- 
dey led; The work of the Devil, O how 
7. induſtrious is he in temgting! O 
de, | how diligent 1s he, in laying ſnarcs 
wall for poor Sinners! And ſhall Sinners: 
2m| mock at Satans ſnares ? Are not Stn- 
, I] ners his Vaſſils and Captives ?- And 
web 15this a mocking mattcr to be tied: ro 
off his Charioe Wheels ? To be lead in 
r?Þ tnumph by this devourer- and de- 
hefſ tizoyer of - Souls? Would'' you make 
as, | a mock ata company of* poor -Cap- 
ch tives; that-arc.taken by the Turks ?: 


E 2 and; 
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and there put into the Galleys, or 
cruelly beaten. and abuſcd, by their 
hard hearted Patroons.?. And is not 
this the caſe» Ah, poor Soul! thou 
art Captive to Satan for all thy 
mocking : Thou art in a worſe con- 
dition than any Galley-Slave in the 
World, though thou art not ſenhble 
of it. 


S. Is it any mocking matter to. 


mock at that, which degraded An- 
gels and Mcn? How came Angels 
to be degraded from that Dignity 
and Honour, in which they were 
Created ? Weread an Anſwer to the 
Queliion, 2 Pet. 2.4. God ſpared 


not Angels that ſinned, "A, caſt them 


down to Hell, and delivered them into 
Chains of darkneſs, to be reſerved an- 
zo Judgment. Theſe Angels were 
glorious Courtiers once, though 
condemned Prifoners now ; What 
was then the matter for which they 
were thus ſeverely dealt with? They 
rebelled amp God, and ſo were 
de. 
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degraded from their firſt Station: 
Tude tells us, They kept not their firſt 
Station, their firſt Eſtate, Jude,ver.6. 
Secondly , Sin degraded Man , and 
ſhill we mock at that which degra- 
ded us from that excellent State in 
which we were Created ? Man be- 
ing in Honour abideth not, be is like 


q the Beaſt that þ: riſheth, Plal. 49, I2. 


Or, Adam ladged nit in Hoxour, #0, 
not one night, as the Hebrew reads it- 
He underſtood 
He underſtood not the Excel- 
lency of that Eſtate in which te tas 
Created, and fo was degraded, And 
fe "q 2 mn ine marger,. Cine. > 


To be degraded” and (iript of I 
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| glorious Rove of Original Righteout- 


neſs, with whici he was 1n his Primi- 
tive State clothed ? To be rob'd of 
Communion with God, aud Con- 
formity to God, in which conſiſted 
his Excellency, and to be degraded 
of this Glory, O, ſinners, 1s this 
a mockivg matter? Put all -chefe 
E-.4; Partt-.- 
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Particulars together, and weigh them 


.1n the Ballance of the Sancuarys 


and lay them to your hearts, and 
then ask your Souls this Queſtion : 
Ah, my Soul, is fin amocking, jeſt- 
ing Bulineſs ? Argue them over 
with thy Soul, and ſce, if thou 
canſt bring thy ſelf to a ſober ſad- 
neſs in this Debate, and make a dil- 


covery of thy Folly, in thinking ſin 


to be a mocking matter. 


ah aa ; 


at. bo— 
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's it fach egregious Folly t to make 


a mock at uns 1nen It IGLCTNS us 
of the madneſs of all impenitent, ſe- 
cure, merry Sitmers. There are a 


coinpany of Jovial Sinners, in this | 


mad Ape of this World , that are 
running head-long to their eternal 
Ruine laughing , that ſwim down 
merrily the fiream of the {ins of the 
preſent = to that Lake that burns 
with 
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with Fire-and Brimſlone;' and the 
miſcry. of ir, there is no ſfopping 
them,becauſle they are inſenſ{ible whix 
ther. they are going, They ſay, 
there is a Serpent; that when Tra- 
velters are bic with it, they die 
Laughing; And is not this Sin, 
this Serpent ?. Do not many dic cter- 
nally Laughivg ? Go to the Pit of 
eternal Perdition, as ſome ranting 
condemned Malefactors do to Exe- 
cution. But alas, poor Sinner, for 
all thy Laughing, and Mirth, and 
Mockivg at fin now, ere Jong, thy 
Note will be alicred, when thou 
ſhalt be fared irrccoverably Where 
there is nothing butweeping, and wail- 
ing, and gnaſhing of Teeth. 

That ſuch Merry Sinners may be 


reduced a little to their Reaſons 
and right Minds, let me ask:thcm a. 


few Queſtions 3 and beg of them, 
as they love their Souls, that they 


wou'd put them bome to their own: 


E 5. Souls, 
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Souls and *Conſciences, before the 
go hence, and be no more ſeen, 
Firſt, Dolt thou know, O poor 
fooliſh Sinner, whither thou art go- 


ing? Didſi thou never ask thy heart | 


this Queſtion, whither thy fin, and 
mocking at fin, will Jead thee at 


laſt ? Wilt thou meet with thy mer-- 


ry Companion in another World, 


to rejoyce together, to ſport toge- 


ther, as you have done upon Earth ? 


Is there any ſuch Trade driven on 1n | 


Hell ? Are there any Mockers at. {in 
there? Is there any Mirth and Jol- 
lity there? Doth not the infallible 


Oracle of the Word of God. tell | 


vs, there is weeping, and, gnaſhin 
of Teeth? Is there one, word of 
Laughing ? What , Sinner » never 
come thus cloſe with thy own Soul, 
before thou lie on a Death-bed ? 


Come, Sinner, . be perſ{waded to put | 


the Queſtion home, it may ſo prove, 


thou mayſi bleſs God for it, to all 


Eternity. 


Secondly, | | 
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Secondly , Doſt thou remember; 


Sinner, what thou art doing* while 
ſinning? Art thou .not provoking a 
Great and Good God ? What art 
thou doing, O my Soul! treaſuring 
up Wrath againſt the day of Wrath? 
Wounding thy precious ſoul, aud a 
wounded ſpirit who can bear ? Eve- 
ry time thou finneft againſt God, 
art thou not carrying Fewel to the 
Eternal Flames, to torment thy own 


foul ? Doth not every one that tins - 
again God, wrong his own foul? - 


And what 1s this, a mocking mat- 
ter ?- | 
Thirdly, Doſt thou remember, 


Sinner, what a little time thou haſt 
to-enjoy the pleaſures of in in, thou . 


art {o mad upon ?- Theſe are but for. 


a (caſon, and then thouy- wilt fay 


with him, O, for how ſhort a plea- 
ſure, have I loſt a-Kingdom ! Will 
not thou ere long, be ſaying, O, for 
how (hort a pleaſure, have I loſt a 
precious, Immortil Soul, and an 

| _ Ever». 
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everlaſting Kingdom ? Mcthinks, 
Hinners, the ſhortneſs of your time, 
ſhould make you think of ſomething 
elſe, than making a mock at fin. O, 
that Sinners would be perſwaded to 
argue in the midft of their finful 
mitth and+ madneſs. O); but well 
this laſt always ? 

Fourthly, Doſt thou remember 
wherefore thou cameft-in the World ? 


 Doſt thou never ask thy own Heart 


the Errand thou cameſt on hither ? 
Was it to ſm, or make a tmock of 
fin > Was it to diſhonour that God, 
that gave thee Life and Being ? Did 
God give' thee an Immortal Soul fo 
to degrade thy ſclf, as to mock at 
hn? Did God ſend thee into the 
World, to lift up the heel againſt 
him, that! had -Bowels and pity in 


his Heart towards thee? Was it to | 


laugh at him, who mourns for thee, ? 
To ſpit in the Face of thy drar Re- 
deemer, who hath wept over thee, 
as he did over Feruſalem-(as I may 
ſay)? Fifthly, 


i mm ww OE WW "_ 2 


a; O I & @ eo &@ ow Ay 'V Ot W3 


| (35) 

Fifthly, Doſt thou remember thou 
muſt anſwer for thy bold preſumpti- 
on ? Is not this bold preſumption to 
make a mock at fin ? Didſt thou ever 
fee a condemned MalefaQtor laugh in 
the face of an angry Judg? And yet 
what is this lcſs, poor Sinner, that 
thou doeſt, - when thou makeſt a 


"mock at "IF ? 


Sixthly, Doſt thou ever remcm- 
ber the Day is fatt approaching, that 
thou wilt cry to the Mountaias, and 


to the Rocks, cover us from the Wratb 


of the Lamb, that ſits upon the Throne? 
© what a change of thy Tune 1s 
here, poor finner!: now thou canſt 
not make a mock at fin! O now 


_ thou feeleſt the burden of- fin intolle- 
rable, and- inſupportable! O, how 
will {ach Souls cry out of it! 


The fecond Uſes 


Is it fo,that *tis-ſo *reat a folly to 
make a mock at lin? C then, be cau- 
GE TTE tioned 


ey 

tioned ' ( poor ſinners) how you 
glory in-that, which is your ſhame, 
and run- on in that, which will be 
your ruine! If you glory in that 


which is your ſhame, ( obſerve ) it 


is {aid of ſuch, Their end is deſtru- 
ion, Phil. 3, 19, You have heard, 
what a folly it is to mock at that, 
which will certainly cauſe your 
mourning another day ? May it not 
be ſaid to ſuch, IYoe be-to them that 
langh , for they (hall mourn. You 


will find, ſinners, it 1s no laughing. 


buſineſs one day : Is it not a folly to 
make a mock at that, the Righteous 
God hates. with a perfect hatred ? 
Refledt upon the former particulars, 
and will you not take heed for all 
theſe warnings, how you go on ig 
theſe ſinful Courſes ? - Shall all this 
be ſaid unto you in vain, poor Sin- 
ners? Do you think,God;and Chrilt, 

the Spirit, Scriptures, Miniſters and 
Confcience are all in Jeſt, while they 
cel. Hs the: danger of making. a 
mock. 
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mock: at fin? Can you rationally 
think, that God hath ſaid, what he 
hath ſaid againſt fin only | in Ter- 
rorem; | No, Sinners, you ſhall all 
know, that fin is ſuch a two edged 
Weapon , that there is no jelting 


With it. 


Firſt, be cautioned againſt making 
a mock at fin : This is the higheſt 
degree, that Sinners arrive at in this 
Lite, it is the height of fin it is 


| bad enough:to fin, but it is worſe to 
| makea mock of. it, Sin is folly, but 


to make a mock: at fan, is the height 
of folly and madneſs: Would 
not you think him a Mad-man, that 
ſhould wound and gaſh his fleſh, and 
all this while laugh at himſelf for {o 


| doing, and becauſe he doth not fee] 
| it at preſent, conclude that he ſhall 


never feel it afterwards, would not 


every one ſay, he was fit for Bedlam? - 


And is not this the caſe of Sinners, 
that make a mock at fin? They are 
like him;(you read of, Mar.5.5.) that 
Was 
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was among the Tombs and Moun= 
rains, and cut himſelf with ſtones. 
So ſinners are cruelly gaſhing their 
own ſouls, andyet all this while like 
a company of: condemned Priſoners, 
Singing and Ranting before their 
Execution. Would you not think 
him a Mad-man indeed, that ſhould 
Javgh in the face of the Judg, paſ- 
fing a Sentence of Law upon him, 
royo ſrom the Bar to the Gibbet ? 
This is ſuch an bigh degree of tin, 
that Scorners are ſaid to be In the 
higheſt Form in Satan's ſchool; and 
that he isa blefled Man, that is not 


- one with them in this Form. Bleſ- 
fed is the Man that walketh not in the 


councel of the ungodly. Here is one 
degree, one form im this: School. 
Nor ftandeth in the way of ſinners : 


Here is another Form of Sinners, and | 


this is ſtill an higher: Form. Nor 


_ fmeth in the ſeat of the ſcornfal, Plat. 


I-1x, Fhis 1s the highe(t Form 1n 
in all the- Devils School, This 1s to 
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take the * Chair, it is 
called the Chair, or Scat 
of Peſtilence. To note 
the height, and hainouſ- | 
nels of it. Other Sins are like or- 
dinary Diſeaſes, but this is the 
Plague, this is the Peſtilence, this is 
the higheſt Infection , the bigheſt 


* The Septu- 
agunt reads 
i. 


Malignity of Sin: Such Sinners have 


caken their Degree, they are Maſters 
of this Black Art, and are in the 
Chair. For the Hebrew | Moſhab, | 
is uſcd for. a Chair, And will noC 
you be cautioned, poor :Sinners,. 4- 
gainſt ſuch a' piece of. Sig, - which is 
ah« higheſt degree of Folly and Mad- 
nels ? 

Secondly, O take heed, poor Sin- 
ners, of making a mock at fin! 
T his degree of tin arrived at, very 


; xarcly axc poor finners converted 


from 3 ( 1 do not lay ) but the Lord 


. hathi had Mercy of fome gone thus 


far, But fuch Inliances are very- 
rare, very ſ{cldom heard of. When 
| a 
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a ſinner is gotten into this Seat, or 
Chaix, it is « very hard thing'to railc 
him. . They frequenly die upon this 
Seat 3 Satan puts forth all his power, 
to hold his own; helulls them affeep 
in this Chair; it is the Sinners ſlce- 
py Chair, and their flecp uſually 1s 
unto death, Thoſe die of a Spiit- 
tual Lethergy, they are not 1n an 
ordinary way -recovered, if at any 
time they be. Some of Satans ſnares 
are more eaſily broken, but this holds 
many, until they be found dead 1n 
it : The Bands of mockers are uſu- 
ally made ſirong. O then, poor 
Sinnars, will not pou woke 
coming uuder ſuch Bands ? 
« Thirdly, O take heed of being 
mockers at fin! many times ſuch 
have had ſtrange teliimonics born a- 
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gainſt thum. O, how ofcen hath 


God. reached forth his hand againlt 
ſuch, in a very eminent manuer | 
He hath notlet this fin, of all otkers, 
gO unpuniſhed. When Men come 
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to glory in their ſhame, then God 
makes their end deftruction :  Fudg- 
ments are prepared for ſinners, and 
ſtripes for- the backs of fools, Prov- 
19.29, They mutt be ſure great 
Judgments, that are prepared Judg- 
ments3 yea, prepared Judgments by 
the great God, It ſpeaks the great- 
neſs of his Judgment, as preparing - 
Mercy ſpeaks the greatneſs of his 
Mercy : How great are thoſe things 
(ſays the Apolile ) God hath prepa- 
red for them, that love bim, They 
are Judgments too 3 not ore Judg* 
ment , but variety of Judgments : 
Little do- ſuch finners know, what 
they expole themſelves unto : When 
the 'ſcorners are puniſhed, the ſimple 
#s made wiſe, Prov.21.11. It (eems 
the Puniſhments are (o great, tht 


{ they become teaching Examples un- 


to others. They that mocked the Meſ= 
ſengers of the Lord, did not wrath 
come upon them, and that without re» 
meay ? 2 Chron. 36. 16, I might 

g1ve 


= 
% 


(92) 
give you Inſtances out of Hiftory, 
but I refer the Reader to Doctor 
Beard's Theatre of Gods Judgments. 


To Mr. Fox's Book of Martyrs, and - 


to Mr.. Clerks Examples, leaſt: this 
Piece ſhould ſwell too bulky for the 
Readers Purlc. 

- Fourtbly, Take heed of mocking 
at ſin; in this doing, you mock at 
God himſelf, and will God be thus 
mocked? Mocking at fin, is virtu- 
ally mocking at God. 1. Do not 
you in thus doing, mock at the Ju+ 


ſtice of God ? Who many times | 


makes Examples of fach Perſons : 


Tf he be a: Juft God, and-will re- 


ward the ProuJ and the Evil doers, 
will you mock at fin, that God 1n 
his Juſtice is engaged ſooner or later 
to puniſh? Is not he the Judg of all 
the Earth, and wili not he do right ? 


- He that makcs a mock at Sticaling, 


and: Murder, and Robbery , doth 
not he make a mock of the Judg up- 


on the Bench, that its to pa{s- Sen- 
tence 


mm 
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tence upon [theſe Crimes ? And will 
a Judg upon the Bench bear it, to be 
mocked by the Priſoner at the Bar ? 
O, ſinners, what do you do when 
you :-laugh at the Juſtice of God, 
which ere long, muſt paſs a final and 
an irreverſible Sentence upon your 
immortal ſouls! 2. Tomock at tin 
is to mock at the Holineſs of God. 
Is God an Holy God, and cannot 
look upon Iniquity ? Is God fo Ho- 
ly a God, that without Holineſs, no 
Man, ſhall ever fee him ? Is God fo 


' Holy a God, as he is Glorious in Ho- 


lineſs? Is:God ſo Holy a God, as he 
canndt be: approached unto but out 
of the hand ofa Mediator? Is God fo 
Holy a God, as he could-not bear the 
tia of the fallen Angels ( though 
thought to be ) only fin in thought ? 
Is. Gad {o Holy a God, as to caft 
Adam-out of Paradiſe, upon' his 
Fall ?. $s G9d fo Holy a:Gad, as he 
will not.{et-fin go unpuniſhed; in the 
deareſt of his Children? And will 
| you 
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you not take heed how you mock at 


fin, leſt you mock at the Holineſs of 
God ? If God was not an Holy God, 
then you :might mock on, but: God 
being thus Holy, look - you+to it, 
poor finners. 3. While: you'make 
a mock at fin, you mock at God's 
Threatnings, hath not the Lord 
dreadfully threatned fin? What ſtand 
all his Threatnings ' upon -Record 
for ? What hath God told Sin- 
ners of Wrath to come for? Is 
all this falſe Fire? Areall Gogs Com- 
Mminations in vain againſt fin?Is there 
any thing in all the Word threatned 
with Judgments here, and'Judg+ 
ments hereafter, like \fin? Ts'' not 
the wages of ſin death? Hath''nbt 
God that will make it good, Yaid, 
The ſoul that fins ſhall die ? And ſhall 
not his Word of threatning, -a5 ſure 
be made good upon Impenitent''Sin- 
ners, 4s bis Word of -Promiſc (hall 
be made good to Penitent' Behevers*? 
You forget, Sinners, that fin which 
| you 
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youmock at, is the Butt that all the 
Arrows of Gods Threatnings are le- 
velled at ? Could you run on in Sin, 
but that you fin off your ſouls, the 
ſenſe of Gods Threatnings again 
Sin? Should not you (ay, Sure there 
is ſomething in it, ſomething more 
than ordinary in it, that Sin ſhould 
be thus threatned by God ? 4. Do 
not you make a mock at the Patience 
of God, while you make a mock at 
Sin? Do not you ſay with thoſe 
Mockers, and Scoffers , that Peter 
ſpeaks of, I here is the Promiſe of his 
coming ? So many, that ſee for the 
preſent, that God doth not puniſh 
Sin, that Sentence is not ſpeedily 
executed 3 therefore their hearts are 
bardned, and they go on mocking 
at Sin, They (ce not that God isa 
Word, and a Blow,ſo quick as Prea- 
chers make him to be 3 but the Lord 
keeps ſilence, and ſo they run on ma- 
king a mock at Sin, O, but poor 
Sinners know, the longer the Blow 
is 


(90) 
is fetching, the heavier it falls! Abu- 
ſed Patience, turns to Incenfed 
Wrath. If he have long refrained 
himſelf, and held his peace, when | 
he crys, He will then cry like a Wo+ 
man in Travel, aud devour all at once, 
Ifa. 42. 14. Poor Sinner, though 
God hath long kept Silence, yer he 
will not always keep Silence 3 there- 
fore, poor Soul, look to it, remem- 
ber, remember thy Blow 1s coming, 
though it hath been kept off a great 
while. 5. While thou makeſt a mock 
at Sin, thou mockſt at the Power of 
God; as though God's Power conld 
not reach thee, while thou art mock- 
king at fin» As though Gods Arm 
was ſhortned, that he could not lirike 
thee dead in the very Fact, when 
thou art making a mock at fin, Have 
not many been {> ? How foon were 
thoſe forty two Children deftroyed 
by the She-Bears that 'came out of 
the Wood, while thy made a mock 
of the Servant of God, in ſaying t6 
him, 
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© himy Go wp thou Bald-head, go up 

| vhow Bald-head, 2 Kings 2. 23, 24 | 
Could not God as ſpeedily reach 

| thee by his Power if he pleaſed, while 

- thou art making a mock at fin ? 

6 While thou mockeſt at fin, doft 

\ thou not make a mock of the Word: 

' of God,that hath ſo and ſo deſcribed 

fin in its proper Colours; that is the 

only true Glaſs to reprefent the ugly 

Face of Sin in? do not you contra- 

di& all the Scriptures have ſaid of 

Sin, when you make a mock of it ? 

Is Sin ſuch an evil as the Word 

fays it is ? What, and you make a 

mock of it ? Is fin ſo difhonourable 

to God, that it pollutes his Name ? 

Is fin fo detiling, to precious Souls, 

that it pollutes them ? Is it fo dan= 

gerous, that it will without fincere 

Repeutance, certainly Damn them ? 

Hath not the Word told you, it 

#xieves the Spirit of God, it wounds 

| your own Confciences, it kindles:the 

| Eixe of Gods-diip!cafure againſi Nee 
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1ijons, 'Churches ,. and Cities, anft 
Families, and particular. Perſons ? 
and. is all this a mockiog matter? And 
hath the Word: of the Lord: faid all 
this of it, and much mare, in;Jeft? 
And will God bear his: Word fo he 
mockt at ? Would not avy:King be- 
angry, to have his Royal Proclama- 
rion Jaughr at,, and madea mocking 
BuGneſs of ? 5.: While you make:a 
* mock at 4hn, do-not. you make a mack 
of the Mefſengers of God, :the:-Mint> 
fters of God ? Fhcy are ſeat to you - 
from' God, to lay open to your the 
danger of fin, of. :continuing-in: fin, 
of mocking at fin 3 ;our Buſinefs is to 
Decry fan, and Preach down fin : 
Cry ulowd, and: ſpare not (1s.our 
Commuſhon ) few my People! they 
Transgreſions, and- the Houſe of Ja- 
| cobtbeir fins, Ta. 58. 1. _ It 15 our 
. Work to turn Men from their: fins, 
-- and while you make a mock at fin; 
you do but make a mock of us: and 
ourMcfſage. Is itno ſin'to mockac 
them 
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they axe weeping, over you, you are 
mocking them * , But , zemembex, 


While you-deſpiſe' theme, you deſpiſe 


bins, that" ſent them, Luke 10. 16, © 
You mack : their | Maſtew Laſily, 


Take hted how you make a mock of 
Sin, for-in this you. do but make a 
mock/06-Chriſt the Son of God. Ah, 


Sinners, Sinners} how do you, with 
: > "deride . Chriſt. "Like 


thoſe - 
16.14. : They derided him. Fhe Word 
is. [_ Blew their Noſos at him-} The 
highe& AQ af Scorn, and Contempt 
imaginable. You. cannot 'mock at 
Lin, but you-mufſt' mack at Cheiſt ; 
this is tq:\Crucific the. Son of God a+ 
freſh;3.,this4is' ta put) him"te. open 
ſharne 3. this is ' to account the Blood 
of Chrilt which was ſhed for Sin, an 
unclean thing; this is to make a 


mock at the Sufferings..of our-deart. 


Lord Jeſus. What did he Die for ? 
Was it not to Purge away Sin? Was 
it not to take away Sin ? Behold the 
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them which mourn over you? White © 


Redernption, Wer Ren ns 
througlt hisBlood * What;artt Hop 
Ftnockof fin>-This is ih ine 
- Faceof aDying Jeſus, of a" Os 
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" tng Chriſi, 


. Salvatii 


Lamb of God, who takes a: ay.thi fii 
of the World. Do not WE Work 
Redemption, and Remiſfion/ oF fin 
through his Blood * What;ard make 
a mock of fin ?-This is to fþit inthe 
Face of a Dying Jefus,' of a'Satisfy- 
Now, . Sinner, hear the 
Call of God, and ask thy own heart, 
i it be not high time to be:yyiſe fot 
,- Ah, poor foul! haſt thbu; 
not plai "the Foe1 too long in. run- 
ning on in fin, in making 'a mock at 
fin» Now, hear the -Lord;” ſaying, 
O.ye ſimple, underſtand Wiſdom > and 
ye. Fools, be of an undorſlandimg heart, 
Prov, 8.5. Forſake the. Fooliſh and 
live, g0 inthe TVay of amnderſtandings | 
The fear of the:Lord is the beginning of 
Wiſdom, and the knowledg of the Holy 
# underſtanding, Prov. g. 6, 10. 
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